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SPECIAL OUTLINE  380TH’ BONBARDMENT sqmmsr-
SECTION. FEB/I 310TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ()

LIFE IN GEISONACCIA

As anticipated by the majority of our persomnel, February wee destined

to show an increese in operations; this step-up mede possible by the newly

arrival of our *G™ crems to Ghisonaccia, After intensive treining, both im
the states and over here im this theatre, these cambat crews are considered
well fortified with: the vast amount of tactieal treining received, Not un-
like all new combat members, these men are eager, confident and restless to
get: into the air against the enemy.

This contingent, & second priority to the original Flight Bchelom,
; axrived a2t Ghisopaceia om Febiruery ninth and commenced their operatiom of
¥ low-lovel sea sweeps om the twelftl of the month, (Complete coverage of
Sq, operetional activities may be found im (B) Operetional Sectiom, and (H)
Campaigm Qutline,)

Our squadrom are& is now almost unrecognizalile since details of mem
heve, policed it emd improved the conditionm: of it, Grevel has been laid over
the entire section: with a thought in mind of the rainy weather that: lies
ahead .

The Red Cross: Service has moved to Ghisonaccia, in the form: of & young

lady who is doing splendid work toward livening up the men's spirits. 4
building now has been set amide for recreaticnel purposes and is now tagged,
"Hed Cross Center,™ It boasts of ping pong tables, librery, snack counter,
comforteble chairs and writing tebles, Special Services hes been supplying
the sguadrom with first class entertainment in the form of motion pictures.

- Suck films as: "Coney Island®, "Duberry Wes & Lady®, *Bembardier®, *Top lEa",

Q and *Larceny With: Music™, cen not be overlooked as offering & small slice

of "Hollywood 'a: Best®,

Our mess ball has been doing a fine job of feeding, considering the
tremendous: inerease in stremgth: of our squadron., In fact, the cooks have
attempted to ™temse our palates® with pastries and cakes. Considering the
material they bave to work with a great deal of credit should be given them,

February, despite ifs reputation for being & rainy and cold month, was
exceptionally mild and meny sunshiny deys were enjoyed ly &ll, mot to men~
tiom the edded edvéntege afforded the Group to continue without imterruption
their attacks on shipping end herbor installations @long the Italian Coast.
Qur Mitchells have attained a notewcarthy record in thet seventy-three vessels
of all types and classes: have been sunk since Jamuary First of this year,
The last week of this month dampened our spirits no end, as rein fell elmost
incessantly for seven days. We &ll hope that March will bring both sunshine
and contimumed operational successe

SECRET
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Missiom Heport
# 156

Date~Feb, 7, 1944
Taprget= Leghorn Harbor, 0il Storage

Squadron Airplanes , Four

Pe NMaja J o« Dent P= Lt B.E..’Bridges

GPm L%. R, Fawcett CP= It, E.A4 Drew

li= Tt. E.H, Pohter B« Lt, E.J,. Shaffer

Be Lt, J F, Halsey R= S/Sgt. E.B. Picktel

R=8/5gt. F.E, Taylor G=5/5gt. T, Papp ‘

G- £/3gt. P.D, McGimpsey TG~ S/Sgt. H.C, Silvis
. TG= Cpl, R.E, Smith P~ S/8gte W.E. Land

P= Capts CoEs HRice P= It, E.I. Tozier

0P= F/0 R, Richardsor CP- It, W.P, Kate

N= It. W.F. Konecicczka B= Lt, L.S. Heath

B= Lt, P.i, Mortimer Re S/8gt, D. Bubori

Re Cpl, W.J. McKenna G- $/58gt, AJ. Barny

G& S/Sgh, §.0.Barszcs TG~ S/Sgts ReSe Weinstein

7G-5/Sgh. T.R, Barksdale P~ S/Sgt. J.A, Powers

Qur B-25's struck further up the coast today, attacking the oll storage
tanks at Leghorn, Hits in storage area resulted in black smoke and flames,
Two barges eénchored at end of breakwater were hit and appeared te explode, Both
enemy amftial and ground defenses were nil. All planes returned safely.
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Mission Report
# 160

Date= Feb, 12, 1944

Target Shipping in Sestri Levahte Harbor, Ttaly

Squadron Airplance- Twelve

P= Capt, C.E. Rice
CP= Lty J .M, Harris
B= Lty J.F. Halsey
N= Lt, W.F. Konieczka
R= S/Sgt, BB, Piktel
G- 8/5gt. C.R. Gardnmer

P= It, E.I, Tozier

gP=- Lt. R, Fawcett

B= 1%, E.J . Shaffer

R= 5/5gt. F.E., Teylor
Ge Pvt, G.L. Zdmmerman
TG=5/3gt R.S. Weinstedn:

Pwlapt, F.G. Persson
CP= Lt, AK. Oechsle
B= Lt. P.A, Yortimer
W= Ilt.- R-Su NES].G

R~ Pvt, A,W, Stanford
G- Pvt, L.W. Wilson

TG~ Sit, 4.M, Venture 6= /5gt, T.R, Barkedale

B (B~ Lt. J.Egchdens

Fi= Sgte W.E, Land

P=Lt, R3M, Arentson
CP= Lte El.i, Demew
B= Lt, L.S5.Heath

= It, J4 Moore

R= Cpl. W.J. MoKenna

G- 5/°gt F. Papp
TG- Cpl. R.E, Smibh »

P-apts WJ s Schneider
CP= Lt, T.P. Ryan

B= It, T.F, Conway

N= It., W.J. Rath

R~ 5/Sgte D, Bubeii
G- S/5gt. AJ, Barny
TG S gt. Toc- Gibbs

F-Lt‘ C. Hﬂmant

GF- Lt H.P. Fatz

B= Lty.E.E. Marshall
Ng Lt,.D. McEride

R- Pvt. R. Drogﬂch
G- S/Sgt. K.L. Cock
TG' Pfc' R. Huﬂtoﬂ
FHi= 5/8gts J.A. Phwers

Pult. G.K, lcDonald
CP= Lt, EJH, Ellis
N=-Lt, Cul. Klecka
EG= Sg‘b. Reda FO].G?
R= Sgte J.E. Ferguson
G= Sgte BJF, Irwin

Pmlt, F.M, Scherer
CP= w. D, Eowland
2G= Sgta A.Va Porter
R~ Sgte 4.V Dussault
G~ Sgte H.E. Jenssen
TG~ Sgte J.J.A1ves

P= It, E.G, Iacroix
CP- It. J.F. Palleiko
EG= Sgte E.E. Colsbon
R- S/Sgts E.L, Chapln
G= Sgts Cs Glowner

P- ILt. J.H. Ssybold
CP= Lt, R.E, Reid

EG-Sgty L.E, Myers
R-S/Sgt, W.E, Rice

G S‘t. G.E- BOhBS
!re- S/5gt. K.J, Bliss

P= K, H,C, Brungess
GP- Lt- L.Bo Broﬂs
Bll= It. EgJe Mulligan
EG= Sgte C.Ce Foole
R= S/Sgte HoCe Althaus
G- 5/5gte H.W, Walker

P= I%. B.E. Cross
OP=Lt. R.B. Worhh.ingtcn
B-Lt. J-E. Eam

BR= %b. J 0. Hannaway
B~ 5/5gts F.1§ DuPoht
G=Sgte B.W. Drosendahl

Our bombardiers struck at shipping in Sestri Levants Harbor
éccuracy today, It was the most concentrated exhibition of bombing t&:hh::aggn 3
accomplished in some time. One 3000 ton M/V anchored in harbor received two direet
hits end meny near misses. When last seen the vessel was listing badly and settling
astern, 3 landing berges estimated to be 150 fest destroyed by direct hits
Several strings of bombs walked across main quay and small adjacent jetty ea.using
much damage., Main dock installations received many bomb hits. Two smell craft at
anchor near main dock area were also destroyed,
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Mission Repert
# 161

Date= Feb, 12, 1944
Target= Sea Search

Squadron Airplames, Four

Palt, JuW. Gilluly P /0 R.Corbin
B=Bt, B.G. Paul o Belt, RJH, Williams
= S/5gte T.A, Zol1 EG» Sgte HaG. Yocum
R~ S/Sgt. A, Kovalchick R= Sgt. B.M, Schiffman
G LnTl R°w1ey G= Sgt. R.Co SY}:GS

‘ P=if, E.G. Betta P= Lt, H,L, Connally
Nmit., ReCa Dorman N~ Lt, W.D, Whitcomb
EG= 8/3gts W.F. Cech EG~Sgt. W.H, Soulee
Re 8/8gt. V.F., Prichard R= S/5gte B.L. Criddon
G= Sgte C.R. Miller G= S/5gte C.C, Lindstrem

Eight B=25's, four from owr Squadron, toock off to Search for enemy
shipping along the Italian Coast, No targets were sighted so the harbor of
San Stefano was shelled with 75 mm cannon, Three hits on docks &nd two on
quay in mein harbor were observed, resulting in columns of black smoke.
Slight inaccurate heavy flak was encountered. All ships home to base safely,
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Miscion Report
# 164

D&te- Fﬂho 13, 1944

Target- Sea Search
Squadren Airplanes, Four

P- Lt' E.G. Be‘tts P- Lt. F‘ Merson

N=- It, R.G. Dorman CP= ILt, F.E. Davis
EG- T/Sgt, W.F, Cech EG- Sgt. RE. Plawin
RG= S/Sgt, V.F. Prichard RG= S/Sgt. C.S. LeGacy
G= sgt. U.R. li].ler C= Sgt. R.L. Moorwmsa

TG= Sgt. B.J, Menemee
P= It, E.G. Lacreoix

N= Lt. F.S, Harvey P= Lt, B.E, Cross

EG- igt. E-Ea Golston CP- Lt- ROB. F‘Oﬂn.l.ug'bm

m. s gt- E.L- Ghﬂpin B"‘ Lt. JoEc Hm

G- Sgt. €. Glowner EG=- S%. J.H. Hannaway
m- S gt. ?oLo D'IlPon‘b

G- Sgt. B,B, Drosendahl

Another search for enemy shipping was made today amd the formation
of eight B-25 G's found fairly good humting. Two 40-50 ft. fishing boats
attacked in harbor of Follonica. One hit was seen on one of the beats., Further
results wmknowm. Several hits on dock and adjacent harber installations were
observed. The formation alse shelled Porte San Stefano Harbor. One hit was
observed on a 100 foot schooner statiomary there. Several hits in tom on
buildings and quay were reported and smoke was seen coming from one building
near the water.Along the coast just south of Follonica, the flight experienced
slight to moderate insscurste light flak, Moderate fairly accurate light flak
greeted them from positions in, the hills surrounding San Stefano, All ships
returned safely to base,
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Migsion Report
#166

Date~ February 14, 1944
Target= Leghorn Harbor
Squadron Airplanes- nine

P=~ Capt. C.E. Rice
c/P- Lt. T.P, Ryan
B~ Lt, J.F, Halsey
N~ Lt, W.F. Konieczka
R- S/Sgt. F.E. Taylor
G- S/Sgt. C.R. Gardner
TG~ Cpl. R.E. Smith

P“ Lt- J-Eu Harria
C/P- Lt. W.F. Katz
B‘ Lt!. EtEo Mmhall
R= Pvt. R.A, Drogosch
G- 8/8gt. K.L. Cook
TG- Pfe/ R. Huston
PH. Sgt. W.E. land

P- Lt, H.C. Brungess
¢/P- Lt, L.H, Brooks
BN~ Lt. B.J. Mulligan
BEG- Sgt. C.C. Poole
RG~ S/Sgt. H.C. Althaus
G- S5/Sgt. H.W. Walker

P- Lt. R.M. Srentson
G/P- Lt‘ EIAI DI‘O'
B= It. L.S. Heath
N~ Lt, J. Moore

Re Cpl. W.J. McKenna

TG~ Sgt. A. Ventura

P= C&p‘t. Fic. Fcl"ell
¢/P- Lt. J,F. Pallaiko
B- Lt. P.A.R Mortimer

N- Lt. D, McBride

R= Pfe, AW, Stanford

G= Pvt, L.W. Wilson

TG- 5/Sgt. T.R. Barksdale

P= Lt, F.M. Scherer
C/P- Lt. D.W. Howland
EG= Sgt. A.V. Porter
RG- Sgt. A.V. Dussault
G= Sgt. H,E. Jenssenn
TG= Sgt. J.J. Alves

P"' Gapt. ﬁnSn Dmﬂ.&
C/P- 1t. J.V. Quitta
B~ Capt. J,B. Anderson
N- Lt, R.5. Negle

R- Sgt, F.L, Pinto

G= S%g‘h. L.J. Barny
TG- S/Sgt. T.A. Gibbs

P- Lt. R.F. Fletcher
¢/P- It, R, Pawcett

B- Lt, E.J. Shaffer

R" S/Sgsn E.B. Pmsl

G= Pvt, G.L. Zimmerman
TG- S/Sgt' ROSI Weinstein
- S/sgt. J.A. Powers

P- Lt, J.H. Seybold
G/P- Lto RoEa Reid
EG- Sgt. L.E, Myers
m" S/Sgt. “IE. Rice
G- Sgt. G.E, Holmes
TG- S/Sgt. R.J. Bliss

Our main objective today was the shipping in the Canal at Leghorn Harbor
but due to the wall of clouds surrounding the target, bombardiers were unable to
Strings of bombs were seen to fall in building area
adjacent to railroad yards causing considerable damege, Direct hits on adjacent
canal were made by other bombs from these strings resulting in the possible de=-

line up on the target craft.

struction of a bridge over the canal at this point.
in rajlroad yards leading to inner harbor,

Other bombs were seen to hit
Direct hits were scored on rz=ildoad

bridge leading from railroad yards to N main quay &t Victor Emmanuel Harbor. Bemb
bursts also seen on edge of buildings just south of iron works.

Moderate Light and slight to moderate heavy flak of good range and poor deflectionm
was encountered by our formation over the target area, All of our siips returned

safely to base,

I ]
oLl
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Mission Report
#168

Date February 15, 1944
Target= Leghorn, Italy

Squadron Airplenes- Three

Pm Lite EJde Drew P= Lt, ', Peterson P= Lts E.J. Melaughlin
CP- Lt, J.M. Harris CP= It, F,E. Davis CP- It, M.D, Bell

Be Lty E.E. ¥arshall EG=- Sgte R H, Plawin EG= Sgt, W.E, George
Re Pvt, R,A, DNrogosch RG~- 8/Sgt. C.S. leGacy HG= S/Sgt. C.E, Fenner
G- 5/8¢t50K;L. Cook G- Sgt. R.L. Moorman G- Sgt, H.E, Cassidy
TG~ S/Sgte H.C. Silvis TG= Sgte B.J. Mcllemes

m- Sgt’ W.E‘ Iﬂmi

Shipping in Leghorn Harber was our target again teday, and we met
with feir success, Two MA's (estimated at 490' and 350'{ were damaged
by neer misses, while one very large barge and two medium-sized barges
were sunk by direct bemb hits. Also, numerous diret hits were seen om
the plers, werehouses, and other harber installations, The flak was
slight, inaccurate, heavy, and no enemy aircraft were sighted. All
eighteen planes returned safely.
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Mission Report
# 160

iJate— February 15, 1944
Target- San Stefano, Italy

Squedron Airplenes=Six

P= Capt, C.E, Rice P=lt, 0. Hament . P= Lt. R, M. Arentson
CP- Lt. T.P. Ryan CP= It, W.P, Katz CP= Lt, R, Fawcett
Ne Lt, W.Fe Eonieczka N= Lty Dg McBride Ne Lt, J. Lewis

B= Lt, J.L, Halsey B= Lt, P.A, Mortimer Be Lte L.S, Heath

R= 5/8gte F.E. Taylor R- S/Sgt. E.B, Piktel  R= Opl, W. McKenna
G- S/Sgte C.R. Gardner G- S/Sgt. A.J. Barny G- 5/5ghe ¥. Papp
TG= Cple R.Es Smith TG= Pfe, J. K. Hunt TG= Pfe, R, Huston
: M= S/5gt, J.,A, Powers

Pm It E.A, Drew P= Lt, B.E, Cross P= Lt F.M, Scherer
CP= Lty E,J, Shaffer CP= Lt, R,B., Worthington CP=- Lt, D.W. Howland
R= Pvt, R.A, Drogosch EG= S%.. J.H. Hannaway EG~ 8/Sgt. AV, Porter
G= 5/Sgte K.L, Cock * RG= 5/5gt, F.L. DuPont ~ RG= Sgk. R. Dusseult

TG= S/Sgte H.C. Silvis ' G- Sgte B.W. Drosendahl G= Sgt. H.E, Jenssen
M= Sgt, W.E, Land TG= Sgta J.J, Alves

There was ne shipping at eur primary terget, Port Ercole, so Forte
San Stefane agein bore the brunt ef the attack when the group sent eighteen
B-25's. Bombs were dropped on shipping and warehouses at San Stefane,
with good results on ecch. One small i/¥ and two 150's barges were des-
troyed in the harbor, and excellent coversge of the warehouse area was
observed, Several bombs fell on the railroad west of the warehouses, and
the emntire target area was covered by considerable smoke. There was
very 1little flak and it was inaccurate, and no enemy aircraft was te be
seen, All our planes returned safely.

;,'..v‘k.. ot ‘;.L.T
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Mission Report
# 170

Date=- February 16, 1944
Target= Sea Search
8quadron Airplanes- Four

Pa Lt, J.W, Billuly

§- It, E.G, Paul

EG- S/8gt. T. Zoll

RG- S/Sgt. A, Kovalchick
G= Sgt, L.T. Rowley

P~ Lt. E.G, lacroix
N= Lt. ¥.S5. Harvey

m‘ S-?. E.E- Colst"m
RG= S/°gt. E.L. Chapin
G""’ Sgh. C. Glomer

P- Ltc C.F. CE‘mpbBll

CP- Lt, H,G. King

G~ 8/5gte 4.4, Michalski
RG~ 8/8gte. B.J. Shetlton
G- Sgt, A.E. Spofford
TG~ Cpl, R.M, Harcharik

P= Lty H.C. Brungess
CP- 1t, L.H. Brooks
EG- Sgt. C.C. Poole
BG~ S/Sgte H.G. Altheus
B~ Lt. lulligan
G= S/8gt. H.W. Walker

"Two of our G's and twoe of our H's formed half the formation of
eight planes out on this low-level sea sweep. No other suitable target
was sighted, so an attack was made on a floating marine light that was
mistaken for & barge at 43° 58' N, 10° 10'E. Twe direct hits were made
on this light. Slight, inacurate, heavy flek wes encountered on this
mission, but all of our planes returned safely to the base.
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Mission Report
#1711

Date- February 16, 1944
Target- Sea Search

Squadron Airplanes- Two

P~ F/0 R, Corbin P= Lt, G. McDonald
N=- Tt, RH. Willisms CP=- 1%, E.H. Ellds
EG= Sgte H.G, Tocum Ne Lt, C. Elecka
RG=~ Sgt. H.M, Schiffman EG~ 3gt. RJ. Foley
G= Sgt, R.0, Sykes RG= Sgt, J. Ferguson

G- Sgt. B'Fn Il'win

Wie failéd to find any shipping teday, so it was "On to San Stefane
Again", The harbor at Sam Stefeno wes shelled,with several hits being
geen on the docks and in the waterfront area, Some shells hit on a
hill just West of town, and a fire was started on a hill southeast of
town., A few shells were lobbed into Talamone Harbor, with one hit seen
in the town area, The only flak was smme moderate, feirly accurste,
light flak from San Stefane, and no enemy aircraft wes seen, All planes
returned safely.

X 1
Mid\ediiu

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Mission Report
# 172

Date- Februsry 17, 1944

Terget- San Stefano Shipping

Squadron Airplanes- Six

Pm It. R.M. Arentson
CP= Lt, R, Fawcett
B= Lt, L.S, Heath
N= Lt, R.S. Negle
R- Cpl, W.J. McKenna
G- S/Sgt. F. Papp
TG=- Pfc, R. Huston

P- Lt. W.PR Wilsted
CP= It H.G. Frisby

EG= Sgt, RJD. Call
m- S gt. W.S. He.-l
G~ 8/8gt. H,C, AMrcher

P= F/0 R.K, Richardson
CP- It, J.M, Farris
B"' L‘t- EJ. Shﬁffer
R~ Pvt. R.A4 Drogosch
G- S/8gt. E.L. Cook
TG= S/5zt, H.C. Silvis
M- 8/8gt, J.A. Fowers

P- Lt, H,C. Brungess
CP~ Lts L,H, Brooks
Bli= Lt, E.J, Mulligan
EG= Sgtes C.0y4 Focle
HG- sZ;gt. H.c. Ll'thaus
G- s E‘tp H.W. Wa]kor

P—Iﬂ'-. W.Aa coﬁde

CP= Lt, J.H, Lightsey
EG= Sgt. G.W. Turner
m- ngto cJ. llalgady
G= S /é't. W.D, Reiding
TG~ S/Sgt. B.F. Iink

P= I, E.J. Mclaughlin
CP= Lt, ¥,D. Bell

BW=- Lt D,H, Powell
EG= ngu WOE. Georgé
RG= S/Sgte G.E. Fenner
G- Sgte H.E. Cassidy

Our daily attack on Sem Stefanc was kept up on this mission, with
eighteen planes attacking shipping and port facilities in the San Ste-
fano Harber, One 125' boat received one direct hit and two near misses,
while near misses were scored on & large warehouse back of town and
direct hits were seen en the incline of & road bridge over a railroad.
Several of the planes dropped their bombs on Port Ercele Harbor, with
two 130' beats (believed to be "E" boats) being destroyed by the concus-
sion of two near misses, one barge being destroyed, and two barges being

badly damaged.

Slight, insccurate, light flak from S. Stefano, and slight, inacecurste,
1ight and heavy flak from Port Ercole was encountered, but all planes
returned to the base safely.
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lilssicn Feport
7173

Dzte Febl‘llary 17, 194.4
Target= Sea Search
Squadron ;jirplames, Four

P- Dto i‘.G’. BE‘H‘.B

li= Lt, H,C. Dorm=n

EG= T/sgt. W.F, Cech
BG= S/Sgt. V.F. Pricherd
G- Sgte C. Miller

P= Lt, H,L. Comrally
= Lty W.D, Whiicomb
EG= Sgt, W.H. Soules
RG= 5/S5zt, S.L. Grissom
G= 5/5gte C.C. Lindstrom

P= L:. F. Petéerson
BG~ 3gt, R, H, Plawin
FG= 3/Sgby C.S. LeGacy
G- Sgt, R,L. Moormam
TG= Sgt, B.J, Helemee .

P= Lt,J.H. Seybold
LG~ Sgt, L.E. Myers
XG~ 3/Sgt. W,E, Rlee
G- Sgt, G,E. Holmes
TG~ S/3gt, K.J, Bliss

Cur target on this mission was shipping, with low-level attack, and
& target consisting of two "E" boats was sighted just outside “ort Ercole
Harbor. Both boats were attzcked, but one gained cover while the other
wap aggressive and came out to meet our planes. Smoke was seen,after ome
pass, to be coming from this letter boat, but the boat evidently got
away with no more than slight damsge, and had had enough fight for one day,

This mission served a specigl purpose in that it ran all the boats
.An this vicinity back inte Port Ercele Harbor at 2 timely moment for our
bombers to catch them there a few minutes later,

A1l of our planes returned safely to their base.

fj&- il
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liission Feport
# 174

Date~ February 17, 1944

Target= Fort Lrccle Shipping
Squadron Aiirplames « Six

P= Capt., C.E, Kce
CP= Lte T.P, Eyan

N- Lt, W.F, Eonieczka
B= Lt., J.F. Halsey

I= 3gt, F.L. Pinto

G= 5/5gt. C.R, Gardmer
TG= Cpl. E.E, Smith

P= 1t. E.A. Draw

CP= Lt. L.A, Smiley
Be Lt, E.E. Marshsll
E= Fvt, R.A, Drogosch
G- S#3gt, K.L. Cook
TG~ Sf8gt. H.C. Silvis
PH= Sgt. W.E. Land

P= F/0 R X, ZicHerdsom
CP= Lt, J.V, Gilluly

" B= Lt, F.,A, Yortimer

R= Pfe. AW, Stzaford
G= 8/Sgt. B.F. Link

T@~ 5/Sgt. T.R, Barksdale
N~ Ltes Ds McBride

P= Lt, B,E, Crods

CP= Lt., R,B, Worthington
EG= Sgte J.H. Hannaway
kG- §/5gt, F.L. DuPont
G- Sgt. B.W, Drosenduhl

P= 1Lt. E. M, Arentson
CF= Lt, E, Fawcetlt

Ne 1Lt, J. lMoore

B= Lt., L.S. Heath

B= Cple W,J, McKemna
G- S/Sgte Fe Papp
TG=Ffe E, Hustonm

P~ Lt. C.F, Campbell
Cf= Lt, H.C. King

iG= Sgte A.A. Michalski
e 5/5gt, B.J. Sheltom
G=Sgte Ak, Spofiord
TG= Cpl, B,M, Harchsrik

Hearing that there was shipping present in Port Ercole Harber, we

pald them a little visit with twenty-four planes,

We found two "FH

boets and three other vessels (about 130" long-believed to be "E" boats)

in the harbor,

After our visiting cards had been dealt out, we tock a

tally, and counted two "F" boats, one barge, and one "E" boat destroyed,
and two barges badly dameged.

lle encountered some light and heavy flek at Fort Ercole and Ssn
Stefano, but it was not accurate, and all of cur planes returned safely.

SECRET
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Mission Heport
# 176

Date~ February 18, 1944
Target= Orbetello Mailroad Junetion

Squadror iirplames, Five

P=Capb. C.L. Grow P=- Lts E.A. Drew

CP= Lte T.P. Ryan CP= Lt. W.P, Katz

= Lt. D: EeBride N= 1t, J, lewis

B= Li, J.F. Halsey 2= Lt, P.4A, Hortimer
B~ 5/8gt, G.F, Piktel RG= 3/5et, J,J, Dowms
G- S/3g%. B.F. Link (= 5/5gte K.L. Cook

TG~ S/5gt, E.S. Weinsteim TG~ 5/3gt. H.C. Silvis
PH~ 3/3gt, J,A, Powers

F- Lty F, Peterson

GP=- Lt, F.L. Davis

EG- 3gb, R.H, Plawin

E= 5/5pte C.S. LeGacy

G- Sgto I.L. Hoorman

TG= Sgts B.L. MeNemee

P=Lt, W.P, Wilsted
CP= Lt, R.G. Frisby
EG" Sgtn- R.D. Clll

HG= 3/Sgt. W,S. Neal
G= Sgt, M.C,. Archer

P= Lt. G.K. NeDonald
OP= Lt, B, M, Ellis
EG= sSgt., R.J. Foley
EG= Sgt, J.E, Fergusom
G= B,F. Irwia

We had a target on this Mission that was somewhat different from
most of our targets, in the form of the Orbetelle Railroad Junctiom
success was not to be curs on this misgicn , howewver, for we found
the target obscured by cleuds, and we could not carry out the missien
ag plamned, Some of our planes drepped their bombs on shipping in
Salomone harbor, but the mission was not destined to be a success, and
no hits nor near misses were observed on any of this sMipping, All
bombs fell wide of their target, and all of our planes returned home,

No flak nor fighters were encountered on this miseicn, but some
shipping was sighted in Salsmone Harbor, all being of a miner nature.

b e vt Y
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liission fFeport
# 177

Date- February 12, 1944
Target= Leghorm Shipping

Squadrom Airplanes, Four
P= Gapt. C,L, Rice

GP= L. J.W. Gilluly

Ne Lt, W.F. Komeiczka

B Li'c J-F. H.J.BE;Y

R= 5/Sgt. E.B. Piktel

G- 5/9gts B.F. Link

TG~ 5/5ets B.S. Weinstein

P=TLi, G.F, Campbell
GP= Lt, M D, Bell

G- Sgte AL Wichalski
EG= 5/3gt, B.J, Sheltom
TG= Cpl,s R.M, Harcharik

P= F/G R,E. Fichardson
CP= Lt. E.,)D, Betls

Ne= Lt, J, Moore

B= 1.t, L.S, Heath

E= Pfe. A N. Stanford
G= Pvi, L., Wilsom
TG~ 3/Sgt, Ta Barksdale

P= Lt, B, M, Arentson
CP~ Lt, J.F, Quitis
N~ Lt. R.S. Negle

B= Lb.E . J. Shaffer

B= Pvty R,C, Trogsoch
G=5/5et. K.L. Cook
TG= 5/5gte H.C, Silvis
PH- 3/Sgt. J.A. Powers

Tuck was with us on this missicn to bomb shipping in Leghern Haebor,

for we found & large amount of ememy shipping in the harber.

The sky was

clear, and the flak inaccurate light flak, so a goed run was made on this
target, and the crews did a good jeb, As the smoke started clearing eway
it became evident that the group and squadron had here what was almest
surely their mest successful miseion to date in the Corsican campaign,

The mission had resulted in the sinking of one={20t MA

, one 330'

» one

175* M/V, one 200" yacht, and twoellO' barges, as well as causing demage to

the quays in the harber,

Photographs were taken of the results of the mission, and leaving the
enemy with several less beats with which to haul his vital supplies to the
Italian battle lines, our planes all 18 returned safely to their base.

i

S‘.T‘

¥
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Missiom Meport
# 178

Date=- February 13, 1944
Target- Sea Search

Squadron Airplanes, Four

P- Lt, E.G, Lacroix P= Lt, E.J. McLaughlin
Ne Lt.F.S, Harvey Bli= Lt, DN, Powell
BG~ 3/8gt. E.L. Chapin EG= 3gt, W.E, George
EG=~ 5gt. E,E. Colston PG~ S/Sgt. R.E, Femmer
G- Sgte C. Glowmer G=.3gt. H,E. Cassidy
P= Lt, J.H, Seybold P=Lt, W.A, Coade

. LG S/Sgt. L.N, IMyers EG~ Bgh, ¢.W, Turner
BG= S/Sgte W.E. Hice RG- 8/Sgt. G.J. Malgady
G- Sgt. C.E. Holmes G~ 8/3gt. WD, Reddimg
TG~ 3/5gts K.J, Bliss TG~ Cpl, C.E. Gy

FPour of our planes took off on this ses search for shipping, but
all the mission resulted in was an uneventful ride for the crews of
the planes. No shipping, nor anydher target, was sighted, se all
planes returned home safely,
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Migsicn Report
# 179

Date= Februsry 19, 1944
Target= Sea Search

Squadror Airplames, Four

P= F/0 R. Corbin P= Lt, B,E, Cross

N=- Lt, WD, Whitcomb B= Lt, J.E. Henry

LG~ Sgt. R.G, Yooum EG= 3/Sgt. J.H, Hannzway
RG- Sgt. H.M, Schiffman BG~ 5/S:t. F.L. DuPomt
G= Sgt, R.0, Sykes G= Sgt. B, Drosendahl
P= Lt, C,F, Campbell P= Lt, H,L, Comnslly
EG~ Bgte.nd,A, Michalski B= Lt, K, H, Williams
BG~ 5/5gte B.J. Shelton EG= Sgt. W, H, Soules

G= Sgbts 1..5. Rowley EG= 5/Sgt. Sal. Grissom
TG~ Cpl, R.M, Harcharik G- 8/Sgt. C.C. Lindstrop

Ne shipping was sighted on this lew-level sea sezreh, so other
targets were found and attacked, The first of these targets was a
locomotive and ten to fifteen cars headed south et approximstely
429 10" N, 11° 45' E, with one direct cannon hit being seem on the train,
Further results could not be seen, but the train came to & stop during
the attack.

The second target was Giglie Marina Harbor, and shellsiwere fired
into the harber. Hits were seen in the shore area of the harbor, but
a turn-away was made too soon to see other results.

Light flak, some of it belng fairly accurate, was encountered from
the train and ether points en route, but all planes returned safely,

Nl it
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lission Report
# 180

Date~ February 19, 1944
Target= Tarquinia A/D, Italy

Squadron Alrplsnes, Three

- Lts E.l, Arentson P=1t. J.M, Harris
gP—LG;pt. G .. Grow CP= Lt, IV, Quitta
N= Lts D. McBride Ne Lto Jo NMoore
E= I-f‘o Jo?o Elliﬁy B Ltr. B.E. b‘hrshsll
R= 3/5gt. E.B, Piktel R~ Cpl, W.J, McKemna
G= 5/5gt. BJF. Link G= 5/Sgt. F. Papp
TG~ S/5gt. E.S. Weinstein TG= Ffc R, Hustom

F= Lt, W,A, Coade

CP= Lt, J.H. Lightsey
EG= 3gt. G,W, Turner
KG~ S/Sgte G.J. Malgady
G- 3/3gt. W.D, Bedding

Qur target today wes Tarquinia Airdrome, and it brought back eld
memories of days when we were carrying out most of our missions against
enemy airdromes. This was our first attack on an air drome since we

started operation from Corsica, and most of the boys were ecger to go
on the mission,

There were only two aircraft on the field, but cne of these was
probably damaged. Aireraft not being our mein target, we dropped most
. of the bombs en the runway and taxi-strips, and had numercus hite on beth.
The runway already had ereters from previous bombings, but we continued
to put the field in such & condition that much repzir would be necessary
before the enemy can use it as a base for his fighters in Ttaly.

Unlike most of our previous attecks on airdromes, we encountered
no flak nor fighters today, end all twelve of our planes returned safely,

SFAVF
J WL 9% (1A
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liission Report
i 181

Date= Februsry 20, 1944
Target= Viareggio Harbor, Italy

Squadron Airplanes, Two

P= F/0 R,K, Bichardson P= L#, £.G. Betts

CP= Lt, R. Fawcett _ CP= Lt. G,W, Stockdale
N= Lt, J. Lewis Ne Lt, R,5, Negle

B= Lt, P.A. liortimer B= Lt, L,S. Heath

B- Pfc, A. Stanford RG- 8/Sgt. V.F. Prichard
8-8/5gt. B.F. Link G= Sgte Co Miller

TG~ 3/3gt, T.R. Barksdale ' TG= T/Sgt. W.F. Cech

PH= 8/Sgt, J.A. Powers

Carrying omr attack further north than usuval, our target on this
mission was shipring in Visreggie Harbor, There were no large boats in
the harbor, but twelve schooners of 80'-100' in length and eight fishing
craft 35' in length were sunk by direct hits., Alse, hits were seen
on the dock installstions, marshalling yards, and on buildings near the
harbor, with one fire reported among these buildings.

The sky was again clear of flak and fighters, so all eighteen
planes returned to their base safely,
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Missiom Eeport
# 182

Date~ February 20, 1944

Target= San Stefamo Harbor, It:ly

Squsdron Alrplimes, Five

P= Lt, HK.M, Arentson
CP- Ltl. T.P. wu

N~ 1Lt, K.F. Konleczka
B= Lt. J,F, Halsey

G= 5/Sgte C.F, Gardmer
B= 5/Sgt. E.B. Piktel
TG= Cpl,. E.E, Smith
PH= Sgto W.E. Land

P- Lt, E,A. Drew

CP= Lts W.P. Eatz

N- Ltﬂo Dp lﬂcBI‘ide

Em Lt’o E.Jt Shaffer
k= Pvi, F. Drogosch
G= 3/5gt. K.L, Cook
TG= 3/3gt. H.C, Silvis
PH= 3/8gte T.C. Gibbs

P=Lt, J.M., Harris
CP= Lt, J.,V. Quitta
N= Lt, J. lMoore

B~ Lt, E,E, Marshall
P= Cpl, W.J, lickenna
G= 5/5gt. F. Papp
BG= Pfc H. Huston

P= Lt, J.W, Gilluly
CP= Lta.LeAs Smiley

N= Ity E.C. Dorman

B= Lt, J,E, Herry

B~ S/Sgte A. Kovalchich
Ge Pvt, J,T, Link

TG= 3gt. L,T. Zoll

P=- Lt, W,F, Wilsted
CP= Lt, H.C. mﬂby
B~ Lt, H.,J. Young
EG= Sgt. R, Call
RG= S/5gte W.3. Neal
G= Sgt. M,C, Archer

Keeping up our attack on Porte San Stefsno, eighteen B-25's again
today attacked quays, docks, and dock installations in the S, Stefane
Harbor, Ome 160' tanker found in the harbor refeived direct hits and
near misses, =nd was emiting a lszrge column: of black smoke after the
target was left, Alse, hits were seen on the main quey, and in build-
ings nesr the base of this quaey, with a large explosion, followed by

Tire, being seen near the base of the main quay.

Neither flak neor

fighters was encountered, and all plenes returned home safely.

SECRET
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idssion Report
# 183

Date- February 20, 1944
Target= Sea Search
Squadrom Airplames, Four

P= Lt. E,G. Lacroix
N=Lt, F,5, Harvey

EG= Sgt. R.,E, Colstonm
RG~ 5/Sgts E.L. Chapin
G Sgt. C. Glowmer

P= Lt, F. Petersomn
EG= Sgt, R H, Plawin
EG~ 3/5gte C.S. LeGaey
G= Sgt'. HuLla Hoom‘
TG= Sgt. B,J, lcNemee

P~ Lt, H,C., EBrungess
N=- Lt, E,J, Mulligan
EG= Sgt, C,C, Poole

G~ §/Sgts H,C, Althaus
G= S/Sgt, H.il. Walker

P=1t, E.J. Melaughlin
B=Lt, D.N, Powell
EG=- Sgt. Wi.E. George
RG= S/Sgt, C,E. Femmer
G= Sgte R, Cassidy

Four of our squadren B-25H's were out on this low-level sea gecreh,
and the search was successful, for & 75'-100'" tug boat was found stetion-
ary at 43° 41'N, 10° 15' E, An attack was made on this bost, with two
75 mm shell hits being seen amidship and one chell hit just aft of the

stack,

Immediately afterwards, the boat blew up and sank.

Slight

flak wes encountered from Spezia, Leghorn, and Marine Di Pisa, but all

planes returned sefely.

'!‘.-.
Mibedbin R
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i#ission Feport
# 184

Date=~ February 21, 944
Targcts Leghorn Harber, Italy

Squadron Airplanes, Two

P= Lt. E.A. Drew P= Lt, W.P. Wilsted

CP=- Lt, W.P. Katz Ck= 1Lt, H.C, Frisby

N= Lt. D, MeBride B= 1t, HJ. Youmg

B- Lt, E.J, Shaffer . N~ Lt, R,C, Dormsn

E= Pvt, R, Drogosch E= 5/Sgts J.J. Downs

G- 3/3gt. K.L. Cock G= Pvt, G.L.Zimmerman
@ 16~ 5/5:t. B, Silvis TG~ 3/Sgt. T.R, Barksdale

PH= Sgt, W,E, Land

Leghom Harbor and dock installations was the target on this mission
cerried out by 18 B-25's , and as a result of the attack, 2 large number
of bomb hits were observd on the pier and dock facilities, and on the
southwest end of the marshalling yerds, with explosions, fires, and
debris resulting from these hits. Twe 100' barges moored &t the docks
received direct hits, and damaging near misses were made on a 200' MAV

in the barbor, while other hits were made in the building area of the
towm, ;

There was no flak ner fighters, and all plenes returned without mishap,
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Missimn Report
# 185
Date~ Februvary 22, 1944

Target= Railroad Tracks, 42deg. 2/min, North, 1ldeg., 27min, East,
South x South=east of Montenore

Squadren Airplanes, Twe

P=F¥/0 R, Corbin P= ILt, F, M, Scherer
B= It, RJHE. Willdams EGe Sgt, 4.V, Porter
EC= Sgt, H.G., Yocum RG= Sgt. R.R, Bugsault
RG= Sgt, H.N, Schiffman G- Sgte H.E. Jenssen
G- Sgt. R,0. Sykes TG~ S/5gte J.J. Alves

£t1l] ancther type of target came under our attzck om this mission,
when railroed tracks and installatiems from 42° 24' N, 11° 278 B, to
42° 25' N, 11° 21' E were attacked by & low-level formetion of four
B-25 H's, The reilway station at 42023' N, 11° 27' E was demolished,
while 5-6 flat ecars believed to be loaded with explesives and three
tank cars in this ares blew up and ceught fire os a result of cannon
hits, The rail lines there were badly damaged, Other damages were
caused to a railway bridge at 42° 21' N, 11 35' E, a highway bridge at
42° 25' N, 11° 26' E, the railway stetion at 42° 24! N, 110 21' E, and
to rail lines in the vieinity.

Neither fighters nor flak were encountered, and all planes returned
safely,

SECRET
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Mission Report
F 186

Date=~ February 23, 1944
Target.-Ssa’Search
Squadron Airplares, Two

Pe Ik, E,G. lacroix
N= It. P.5. Harvey
= Sgt, E.R, Colston
RG= 5/Sgte E,L. Chapin
Gi= Sgte C. Glowner

P= It, G,X. McDonald
N- Lt. C.Lc Kleckﬂ
0= Sgte.J B, Ferguson
G- Egtl B‘F. II‘Win
TG=- Sghte R.J. Foley

(ut on a 4-plane low-level sea search, our B-25 H's had an unevent-
ful trip. No shipping nor other target was sighted, so all of the planes
returned to their base. There was no flak mor fighters encountered,
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Mission Repert
# 187

Date~ February 23, 1944
Target- Sea Search
Squadrer Airplanes, Twe
P=It, E.G. lacroix

N" Lt. F.S. HBI‘VE}'

m" S - E.E. Colston

RG-S g‘h. EaLo Chapi’ﬂ
G- Sgt, C. Glowner

P- L‘hn B.Hl Aef.mﬂ
Ne= ILt, E,G. Paul
TG= 5/Sgt. T.L, Tunmire
RG= S/Sgte M,B. Powell
G' Cpl. CDE. GQF

Thie mission was amother low=level sea sesrch cerried out by four

B-25 H's, and led by Lt. Lacroix.

Jerry seems to have his ships well

hidden, and evidentally has found his ses lanes a bed place to be during
the day, for again nothing serving as a good target was sighted, This,
however, was not to stop our planes, for an attack wes then made on

San Stefano Harbor., Twe hits by 75 mm shells were seen in the central
harbor of the town, but flak from the town prevented the centinuation

of the attack,

Slight, accurate, hesvy andlight flak was encountered frem positions

at Piombino Harbor. Alse sli
flak from Porte Sazn Stefano

bage.

ght, inaccurate, heavy and moderate light
Harbor, All shipe returned safely to their
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Sheet No. 14 War Diary, 38Uth Bombardment Sqdn. ZInchor APU 650 New York

ST ATION

Month of February , 1944. Prepared by lst Lt Adams, Jr -2 Sectiom.
: {Renk, Neme, Unit)

1

9:

EVEES
Most of the men started the menth by sending money home through War Department
Finance. However, there were those few who could not send anything. Last night's
games "cleaned" them completely. They didn't seem to mind, bhough. This is the
short month and payday will come again., There was an exciting and thrilling
movie this evening., At least that's what Hollyweod intended it te be. It was
"Bombardier", starring Pat 0'Brien, and depicting the training of the U.S. Alr
Forces bombardiers. Our bombardiers razzed it more than anyone, Evidently

this picture wes profuced For the folks at Fome, =s are all w=r pictures,

A very pretty day with everyone enjeying the sunshine as much as pessible. The
men are thankful for not heving thick, sticking mud to contend with this winter
as they did in Africa last winter. The boys maintain good spirits as long as
the weebher is mild, Another movie tonight! This time the picture was "The
Censtart Symph", with Charles Boyer and Joan Fontaine.

3 Pancakes for brezkfast this morning, and they were rather tasty., All the boys

get up when hotcekes are on the menmu, There was a small mail call this noen ,
but not nearly enough to satisfy the fellows. There can never be teo much mail,
Fresh meat for supper--Fork chops being the main course. It was a good supper,
but not quite enough chops. Eighteen EM of the 381lst Bomb Sq. were attached te
the squadron this afterncon for rations only. while twenty EM of Hq. 310th
Bomb Gp, were released this morning from attachment for rations only. No won-
der the Mess has such & difficult time tiying to feed its own men. This eveding
The 347th Fighter Sq. entertained with & show for the third successive night,
The picture was very enjoyable, teo, ™he Butler's Sister", with PDeanna Durbin

and Pat U'Brien. This is the type movie tfe men went.
4 A terrific wind ceme out of the mountains and blew most of the morning and after-

noon making the entire day miserable. Started sprinkling just before the even-
ing meal, A flight of B-17's landed this afternoon, having been on a mission
over sauthern France, They were from the 2nd & 99th Bomb Gps. Thirty-nine of
the officers and seventy-six of the enlisted men ate supper with us. They are
seheduled to take off temorrew for thelr Neme base, westher permitting.

5 This was & happy Saturday for the men--a tremendous amount of mail came in.

Most of the boys got ten te fifteen letters. Sguadron Intelligence, and Opera=
tions moved into the wooden building adjacent to the ocne previously occupied,
which was just esbout to collapse. The B-17's left for their home bases.
Twenty-twe EM, 38lst Bomb Sq., were attached to the squadron for rations only.

The total mess attendance for the day was 1382 men,
The squadron got six new crews from Philipville today. Our squadron is almest

at Tull strenglh again, Hsd pork chops for supper tonight,

7 More new men arrived by plane from Philipvilde to join the gquadron. They came

just in time to enjoy hamburgers for supper. There was & smell mail call in
the late afternoon, and the night brought another movie. Charles Coburn in "My
Kingdem for a Cock™, a farce about am English author visiting America that gave
tha boys plenty of 1augh5. Two-hundrod twent.y-funr enlisted men of the 381st

- - : st fe

8 llan and planoa ccnt:lnuo 't.o eonoi.n ﬁ'on "hil:lpvili Our baker made deliciuul

sugared doughnuts for the evening meal, but only two per man.
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Sheet No. _15 War Disary, 3BUth BombarCment Sg, hchmﬂﬂﬂ@ New York
=

Month of Tebrmery, 1944. Prepared by lst Lt. John E, Adams, Jr. PRO S-2 Se
( Renk, Neme, Unit)

DEY _EVINTS
O Among the FX rations issued today were cigarettes, cigars, candy, chewing gum,
and soap, Had steak for dinner, which put the boys in goed shape for the
the &

10 Clothes were issued today for those who turned in salvage recently. The men
never have too many clothes. However, everyecne seems to be well cutfitted at
the present. There was & genuine western thriller this evening at the local
movie house., Don "Red" Barry starred in "The Blackhill Express". It was the

14 h =Y

11 Two officers and two EMl, 500th Sq (British), were attached to the squadron
thig morning for rations only. Wes 8 cold day, and mest of the men stayed in
& & sible ;

12 S/8gt. Paul G. Bernstein, Group Photo Section-FHead, wes relecsed from attach-
ment to Hq. 310th Bemb. Gp. for rations enly today, The two officers and two
EM of the 500th Sg. (British), were released from attachment for retions enly.,
Fresll grount Deef Memburgers or the menu for Uinner, end every mem hed Mi¥ rIIT,

13 For the second time in four days PX retions were issued. The area has a new
thestre--the building recently vacated by Intelligence and Operetions. Opem~
ing night was celebrated with a double festure, William Bendix and Grace
Bradley in "Taxi Misber", and & reshowing of "Blackhill Express". Wsas also a

— small ameust of mell 1w tenzght

1, A qulet day. The men busied themselves with the usual routine duties. The
winter is passing guickly, and the coming of s is

15 Squedren communicetions finished wiring the enlisted men's tent erea this

afterncon, Fach tent ig auvthorized ope light,
1 Another one of these very hporhant daya. Bag after bag of mail was called,

7 Hed another novio this svaning inthcarea theatre, liarren fiilliem in "Pass-
- = sto =

18 Tod&y was & day of fpasting. Our Hess had fresh meat for dirmer end supper to
give us, Steak for the nmen meal and hemburgers for supper, The men have

hed more fresh meat in Corgica than they had in the many months spent in Africa.

Majer J.J, Dent, Lits.Carrel Hament, and Eliot H. Potter left today for detached

' Fﬂgh d?gm snimewn,
19 Trucks went to the bath-house in the mountains this morning at 9 alm, and this

afterncen at 2:30. This is the enly eppertunity the men have to take a bath.
thts efters
20 Ghurch aarvices were conducted this morning in the nearby chapol It was a
= i 0 " ] Ena 3 ¥

21 Tuo gaod meals today: Hotca}{aa for brezkfast, and creamad ehicknn for dinner.
And for the night' s un‘rert.a:lmnt there were two ahowa. "Bember Moon" in our

22 'I"o trucks mnt to thc aaw-nill t.o get. any scrap wuod ava:llable for the
officers and enlisted men in the area, Everyone We S chopping, and before
eishtfall &1t the weel we el steeked reems &ad ter
23 This morning the mess hall had & special tnn.t. for the men, Fres?' butter on
the hotcakes. It made all the difference in the world, and the boys did enjoy
the meal, TFresh butter is rerer h mest
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Sheet No. 16 War Diary, 3B0LE an Sg. ZAnchior AFT 6
STATION

Month of February, 1944. Prepered by lst Lt, John E, Admng5 Jr., PRO S-2 Sec,
(Renk, Name, Unit

DAY _Eyane |

2J, Started reining this morming and continued well irto the afternoon, making the
entire day micersble and uncomfortzble, Hewever, a small mail call and & show
this evening did help brighten the epirits of the men somewhat, The picture
was_"Danger: n__thiz time being’ pur ares,

35 The rain continues for another ddy. Operaiions are at & standstill until clear
yeather ppeyails L4 _TE Ong Wert gSued QUBY 5

The rain stopped teday, but the sky was still dark with low, overhanging clouds,

Was bath dey and many of the fellews hopped on the trucks and made the trip

to the mountain bathehouse, The Red Cross opened & service club im the area.

Four boys from a nearby anti-aireraft outfit brought their instruments and had

2 _jam session, TFHe men ve someplsce to s iheir s T

27 The Sunday was started with a rain, Church services were in erder, Services

a peLl < al ",‘.."i S L1 =V E - Ln', DEE "'_'

28 More rein todaey, but the boys didn't mind too much because there was a big mail

: Te 2 sys_pleyed sgels in the Ted Cress tenight,

29 The month ended with & beautiful day, and most ef all, pay-call, The boys are
always anxious te get their money, and just as anxious te send it heme. After
all, there's nothing in this country te buy,

2
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T

CANMPAIGN 380TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

FI_HEF 310TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
FEB :

THE TTALIAN CAMPAIGN (CONI'D) 1944 FEBRUARY

February, 1944, was destined te open with much activity, grow into a peried
of very extensive operation, end then slow down into inactivity, with the weather
playing the major role at the end of the menth.

As the month opened for the squadren, the B=25'c's were busy searching the
coasts of southern Frence and western Italy for enemy shipping and making it het
for any shipping sighted. These missions consisted of both sea searches for
chance sightings, and of strikes against shipping reported from other sources.

cesses ceme more frequently as the month progressed, and numercus Axis boats
ranging from barges to merchant vessels, were sent te Davy Jonmes' Locker.

On February 9, new B-25 G's and H'a and their crews sterted erriving for the
squadron, and they joined in the fight, starting on February 12, From that date,
we had B-25 C's, G's, and H's searching the wsters east and north of Cersica .
frequently, and destroying enemy vessels with both medium and low-level attacks.
With B-25 C's being few in number, B-25 G's and H's were soon to take their place
as-wing ships to the C's, and to crop their bombs with the element leader,

Jerry soon became anmoyed at our attacks in his vital shipping lanes., These
boats were necessary to his war machine aleng the Angzio Beach-head and the main
battle-line, as they were usually loaded with all the needs for continuing the
Italian War, A breach in this vital line of supplies would greatly hamper the
Nazi Wer Machine in Ibaly, so Jerry was forced to take new measures of protectien
for this shipping, He started hiding his ships in harbors during the day, and
making his runs at night. This called for new tactics on our part, so we started
.go:lng inte the harbors, finding the beats there, and sinking them, Leghern,
Porte San Stefano, Talamone, Porte Ferrale, Piombine, Viareggie, and Ercole
were scme of the German-held harbors that felt the blows of our attacks, with
numercus ships renging up te 5,000 tems in size being blested and sunk in these
harbers., When shipping could not be found in these places, quays, docks, dock
ingtallations, and other military objectives in the area received their share of
the blows. All of this time, the "Flying Cannons" kept up their low-level attacks
on shipping in open waters and in smell harbers, and kept the /xis boats in the
harbers so they would make good targets for the bombers, Other targets included
were Targuinia 4/D, and RR tracks and equipment North of Civitavecchia,

- Among the most successful attacks of the month were those on Leghor, Sestri
Levante, and Viareggio harbors, On Februery 12, ome 3,000 ton N/V and three
landing barges were sunk in Sestri Levante Harbor, On February 18, we had our
most successful mission of the menth when one 5,000 ton M/V, one 320' M/V, one
175' M/, one 200" yacht, and two 110' barges were sunk in Leghorn Harbor, The
Viareggio Herbor raid on Feb. 20, resulted in twelve 80-100' schoemers, and eight
35! fishing vessels being sunk and destroyed. :

A1l this goed work wes not to continue 'uninterrupted, for on Feb, 24, rainy
weather set in, and operations cessed entirely for the remainder of the month,

A

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



