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' l  ,"   3 7  t h  ?om'.  ;.r  1me:-!t Squ  dr on ( 'r.i
)

,  - - -- - -
 

_ __314t h i:io n:  +r  :i;nerr  Gr oup (  r)
,   .  

F -  

1   u,_,
u,m s t 191  3

I
1 ,

S  :3JF 'CT : Squr,.
dr on Hi st ory f or J i l    . '' i

,,
' '  -       '     

TO : He adq   .r
t er s , 31(  h    M'aar ii:  ent Cr o .ip

(',I)   1!PO- 5  0 ,
- - --

Dur i ng t he mon, h of J Til ;r l he 31 " t h 3om1 :}rc  ment Gr rn ip f l e •   n i net e en
(19 ) bombi :rig -  i s s i ons and our s a,uadr on p ,_r

t i c i ps,
t ed i n a l l but t  vo (2 } of

t he se . The f i r st e l e v   n (11 ) of t he s e r ^i ds   re .r e over S i c i l y ; f i r st ,
c oncent r at z.n7 on kn ,cki.n ; out enemjr a i r dr or!e s in t he Ger bi n i gr oup and t he
Sc i acca pl us one n i r   i r - me t ar get in S  r di n i u •=.

t i;;i l i s . g l - . of t he s e oper -
a't i ons  rer e i n pr epar at i on f or , a,n

d +hen s upport i n ;̂ t he   l l i ed i nv 3s i on of
S i c i l y  rhi c    t oo ; pl   ce on 10 J al v 19 ,.3 , The s c   .r c  

_
t     of ene my oppos i t i on

f r om t he ai r dur i n, t hi s in v-  s i on i nd i cat  -s t he s uc cPs s of our at t ac? s on
®nemSr a i r  i r ome s du.r '

_r. 
t he f i r st hal f

. or Jiil   r.

The nax t t two m 
.s s i ons wer e d i r e ct ed at t he c i t y of Enna i n S i c i l y ,

f i r st st r i 'ri ng t he c i t  r i t s e l f and t nen t he r c i l r o. .
ds ;, ar ds t al l i n suppor t

o  ' our f or ce s gr oluz-  oper   t i ons r a-; i n    .il l s •rri ng on t ?  i s st r at eg i cal l y
 
. r.por ̀   nt i s l ,  nd . .

,' i t h t he s i t  ?at i on r e Zl i n h and i n a i c i ].v s nc? a ar  ;r oops r • p i dl y
e nr,  al f i n  t ho i s l xnd t i1Q hor t h :re st   f r i c   r. 5t r   .

t e   s c  ! i _r r̂ ar ce r.or: t u_rnea 
i t s at t  Jnt i on t o It r_l  T i t s e l f . Ou_r r e   ai nzn  e i   ht (a ) mi s s i ons f ar t h i s
mont h we re t, her ef ore d i r e c+  ed at i,  .i s s ol i ni ' s b  .c

!t;,rar ; i
_
t s e l f . Tar get,s v er e  

s uc ee s s f l.t
7
.
t y at t a cu  at Vi bo 4 al ent i -: ai r dr.or e   i:a pl e s r ai

_
l r oad y arc  s   ".Ront e

Cor v i .no a i r :  r ome s     ,
t t i pa ; l i :,. r a..r s ' wl l i -  ; y8 rds , Crot oil © a i r ci r ame , Scal ea

l and i n , gr ound , Prat i cs.
di ;,;?r e a i .  dr o!  e , Qnd RoMe Ci ampi no a i r   .r om®.

Ther a i d on Vi bo Va l ent i ._: a i r r_
ir one on l o Ju 1

,Y
I 9  .3 ,  7  s par t i c t.

il .ar l y
s uc ce s sf u .

l . Th i s was a aoord i nat ec  at t ack hy bo+h t :  e 310 t h and 321st   r o   ps .
D   ma; e a s s e s sr. e  ?t , shawn bf phot ogr aphi e r e conna i s s ance i ndi c  at ed    hat f i f t̀ y
(   0 ) o zt of a t ot al of s event ;T e i   ht (78 } e ne; y a i r cr af t on t hi s a i rdr ome
  er e de s t r oy ed as a r esu l t of t h i s at t ack . The 37'  t h par t i c i pat ed i n t he
rn i s s i on f  u  n i s :̂_i n; t ,. •e

l eve (1? ) of t he t h i r t ;  s i x ( 3b ) pl ane s s ent o ..rt b;  t he
group.

dn 1 7 Jul y 19   3   r e paz  i c i pat ed i n a ha.r o e s es.
l e   .

t t ack on :;  p?es .
Ov er f i ve hundr    i (   00 ) pl ane s a  r i ed rn   t t hi s mi s s i on   t h i r t y s i x ( 3  ) of
whi ch zre-r e f r o n o  r   o.ap , , .nder t he abl e c om;  •,  nd of t he 37 : t h Sq zwdr on
Co3    nder , Ca pt ai n   t t en . Cn .r own Squ.f::,dr on   s cont r i    t i on wa s t we l ve (12 ) C= 
pl ane s . Aga i n our hoys domonst r at ed t he h ;_g

   de gr e e of c ombat ef f i c i ency r   '
t aeSr hav e at t a i ned  rhen t hey de s t roti    t he mar s .l   l l i.n   yttr ds and ad  oi ni n;  ̀  '
i nst al l at i on s cans i st i n  of an o i l st.or a  e durnp and t,he r

 
    oyal arsenal.   

On t he i r r et ur n s evcr al of aur men r e n  rked on t  
.ze t hep rr ot he chn i c di s pl ay  

pr ov i d ed by ± he expl o s i v e s    nd f i r e s c omi
.r  

f r orn t ?ze   e l at t er t c  o t ar get s . ' 
In f a ct t he c oneus s i on of t hQ l ar ge st e  c?    os i on wras d i st i ne+,l y f e l t at t he i r

 

al t i t ude of 12 , 000 f e   t .

   I  ,  •
F
  T=    :   .:  :,   ; i-  i ;  ,

s111 
11

1
1
; ,   a 11.   :.:,   ;   u uL̀1t

I
 - (1

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

  _.   , •
 , -  ,

 
_ ., 

 
.  ;' , - -

•
' ; Il i

  
   ' '

 

 
` '

•

 

      '     •  'S
   U 1    Ui     

    ,
   ;! l   f l

l
l5.

  ' The Rorne Ci arnpi n o a i rdr orne t ar get undoubt ed l y pr ov i ded t he h i ghl i ght

of t he mont h . On J ul y 19 , 19 1  3 , Rome  •  a s o i v en i t s f i r st t a st e of t ke s or t
of pu  i shment "d i shed o i t " b

,y o   r Ame r i c an Ai r For ce s . A t ot al of Appr ox -
i mri t e l y f i v e mandr e 3 ( 500 ) Amer i cs n bor  ber s st r uck at t he v er y hear t of I t s.

l y
on t hi s day . The 31C t h ' s cont r i but i on r a s 72 pl ane s , i t s l ar ge st mi s s i on t o
dat e   of  r1 !i ch our squadr on f  Lr   i s he   e i

.?
ht een ( 18 )

. y' e ar e pr oud of our part
i n mak i ng 19 J a l y 1 91  ' , a d : y t hat r i l l l ong be r emembe r ed by Hi t l er ' s doavn
under st ooges .

Thcr e i s a member of our s quadr on   ho a l s o :: i 11. mar k 19 J u l y 194 3, a s
a ne ver t o be f or got t en day . That i s our qu i et and c on  en i al bombard i er , l s t

Lt . Hon arri J . Ros s . The r a i d over Rome was Lt . Ros s ' f i f t hi et h ( 50 )
. Congr at -

u l   t i ons wer e e xt ended t o 'io r  r d by a l l , par t i cu l ar l y t h8t n i ght when t he
qusnt i t i e s of "v i no " eonswned r e _,ched s i ch pr opor t i ons t hat e ven t he nat i ve

Fren ch , iyh o d r i nk i t l ike wat er , tiver e g i ven n®w r e cords t o s hoot at .

Ju st e,s
t her e ar e daYs we l ong r ememi er , t, here ar e al s o t hos e da,y s

  e l i ke t o f orget a s q i i ckl y as pos s i bl e . Ju l y 20 was one af t hos e davs f or
our s quadr on s uf f er ed i t s onl y cas u3l +.y of t he mont ?i when one of our pl ane s

went dovm ove r I,'ont e Cor v i
.no a i rdr ome . The cr ew of t '.l i s pl an e , novr   s s i ng i n

a cbi on , ar e a s f ol l rn rs :

1 st Lt . Rober t L. Har r op (P)
2nd Lt . Car l h . Spe i de1 (CP}
T/ S  . Gi l bert E . Hender s on {B)
S  3gt . Jos eph L. Heat y (s )

- S
. -

t . Che st er 3a_r
t on (RG)

The weat her at our ni ng ' s Cro s s ba s e wi l l not be f or got t en very
qu i c kl y by t he men of t h e 379f.h . 7ndrn ibt ed l y , do Qn t o t he l a st man t h® puni s h i ng hea

wa s a r:ew and mo s t unpl ea s an t ex per i en ce . Day af t er day , du r i ng t he mont h of Ju l y ,
t he t emper zt u_re r os e t o he i ght s not i rLf r e     zent l y i.n e xce s s of 120 de gr ee s . As

t hi s bl i s   er i ng heat r e a ched i t s max i mum i n t he af t er noon , our pl sn e s v i e we  f r om
s ome d i s t ance away acr os s t he l and in   a.r e ,  bec a.me s h i mmer i ng d i st or t ed obj e c+. s
and 1 ooked a s i f t hey wer e mel t i ng awa r. Li ne per s onne l of t he 379t h who had t he
t as k of wor k i ng on t h s e s pl ane s d u  i ng t he s e t i me s st i l l c l a i rn i s was no i l l u s i on
and t hat t he pl sn e s we re act ua l l y hot enough t o mel t . 7

.
'o add t o our d i s co,nf or t

s ev e ral d  y s br ought u s nmr f i r s+. encount er s v  i t h t he Nor t h Af r i can Si r oc co ,
t hos e s ear i na wi nds whi ch come s weepi      o f r om t he de s ®r t and s eem t o s i ng e t he
v er y hai r on your h ea d . Th i s we at her wa s c l i maxed b

,y a r e s.
l dust st or m l at e i n

t he af t e rnoon on 22 Ju l y 194 3 • A t er r i f i c wi nd , est i mat ed by our gr oup eveat her
a f f i ce r , CA.g

t ai n Co l e , at IF5 mi l e s p er h our , s uddenl y s   ept over u s r i pp i ng d own
t ent s and s cat t er i ng of f i c i a l and - e r s onal pane r s t o t he f our c orner s of t he has e .
'J7e t hen f ound out f or t he f i r   t t i  ne , how n s ef u l t hos e G. i . goggl e s and dus t r e s -
p i r at or s c oul d be . Some nuf orfi unat e s who d i d not have t he s e i t ems of equ i pr ent

u s i ng t ypi ca l Amer i can r e s our cef  .i
l nes s , pr e s s e il gas mas ks i nt o us e a s a s ubst i t ut e

arrl appar ent l y t he r d i d t he t r i ck .

The ent   re s qu  , dr or. t ,  rnerl o zt on 26 J ul
.y

19.  3 , t o pay hom.-,ge t o a
n  ber of o .ir combat cr ew member s . A f or nat i on wa s he l d f or t he award ir_g of
Ai r l fedal s and Oa   Leaf Cl u st er s earne   by ou r men. The e.rrar d of 6t h and ? t h
Cl us t er s t o s o  e of t he "ol d t i mer s " !va s ? r emi nd er t o t he r e a , of us t hs,

t t i me
i s n ot f ar of f  • hen many of t hem vri l l oe h i t t i ^g t he i r covet ed f i f t i et h mi s s i on .

(?)
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i  Dur i ng t he mont h of J ul y we vre l co med f ovr t e en (11 

) new of f i cer s and
'  men i nt o t he aqusdron and s s,

3 l s o l onn t o s ix (6 ) of f i cer s and men  rho l ef t .

The ne    memt e r s   rer e :

l st Lt . Davi d R1. Cl ay
2nd Lt . P̀ra,nk i  . Abraham
2nd Lt . Thomas J.   l l a.han
2nd Lt . David Ry,

der
?
_nd Lt . Thorna.s

H. Phel ps
2nd Lt . Jos e ph Moor e
F/ 0 . I u st i n E, Chandl er
F/ 0 . Rober t M. P eCtxe
S/ Sgt . Har ry E . f, cArdl e

Sgt . Ihr:er e F . Harne s
Sgt . Edwa.r

d
.

J, Ander s on
Sgt . St an  .s l aus Ci a ch
  pl . Jame s Kna pp
Pvt . Donal d J. Fi t z  er al d

Tho s e l e av i n     er e :

2nd . Lt . Ar v i d A P  mp Sgt , Le s t er   . Edwards
T/ Sg t . Fr ed F . He cks Cpl , Al v i n T  csNe i l l
S/ Sgt . Wi l l i am P, Hor n Pv t . Edwi n fi e l s on

On 27 Jul v 191 3     .    or Gene .r e l J2me s H. Dool i t #, l e c ommended t - e
ent i r e h 7t h    i n P on t h e ex ce l l ence and e f f e c t i vene s s of i t s at t a cks on t ar   et s
i n S i c i l y and It a1y t hus cont r i but i ng v er y rnuch t oAard t he su cce s s of t he 6 11 f ed
e f f or t in t hi s t heat er . Er i gadi er Gener al C. H, Ri denour added i hi s own comendat i on

t o t hi s on 31 J u l y 19  .3 . g l l i n al l , we l ook ba ck a t J u l y a s a v er y s ucce s s f ul
morrt h f or t he 379Eh .

ELLS YORT H C. KNIGHP JR.
• l st Lt , , Ai r Cor ps .gss t sq,s-z
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