
Hotel A l v i s 
Monroe, La. 
A p r i l 4, 1951 

Dear Frank, 
I am a l l agog over our former mayor's being summoned be­

f o r e the oenate t r i b u n a l . I do not read the uapers and learned 
of t h i s only a couple of days ago. Do you r e c a l l tThis i s an " I 
t o l d you SO") t h a t once jiugene, you and I were waMng, and we ob­
served nlaces where the s t r e e t signs had :KLlen out of t h e i r frames, 
and 1 added t h a t f a c t t o others, f o r examnle, t h a t xuayor naGuardia s 
metal waste-paper baskets had disa"-reared, and t h a t a hundred yards 
of the sea-wall had collapsed, and the metal fence t h a t tonped i t 
was being allowed t o corrode f o r lack of t i m e l y r a i n t ? And do you 
r e c a l l i boarrowed a famous phrase, "By t h e i r signs ye s h a l l know 
them" and declared, several years ago, t h a t where one f i n d s i n the 
s t a t e n h y s i c a l carelessness, one w i l l p r e s e n t l y f i n d p o l i t i c a l cor-
ruption'^ I am proud t o have made t h i s p r e d i c t i o n , yet not nleased 
t h a t i t i s f u l f i l l e d , when we observe on the person of a f r i e n d j 
c ustomarily fastidious,marks o f abandon, such as t r a i l i n g g a r t e r s , 
d i r t y eye-glasses, and impure l i n e n , we know t h a t some in n e r t r a v a i l 
i s occupying him; his motives are s p l i t and his p e r s o n a l i t y tends to 
f o l l o w them, nnd p r e c i s e l y i s i t so w i t h the p o l i t i c a l body. When ±x 
I see a p u b l i c waste-container choked and dri-^ping, 1 know at once 
the s t a t e has hic-cups. A good a d m i n i s t r a t o r , l i k e a c u l t i v a t e d per­
son, i s good i n every d i r e c t i o n : he i s p o l i t e toward the mangiest 
n e t i t i o n e r , as toward guests of note; he i s as precise i n the geo­
m e t r i c a l r a t t e r n of his desk implements, as i n the l a y i n g - o u t of 
plans f o r c i v i c b e a u t i f i c a t i o n . The reason f o r t h i s i s , he i s not 
s t i n g y of energy, does not ask how much t o be s^^ent here, how iamw 
much a f f a b i l i t y does ueorge deserve, i s t h i s worth f i n i s h i n g - am 1 
not s l i g h t i n g something else? No, there i s merely overflow of h i s 
soul i n h i s vrork, and a l l i s n e r f e c t . 

X have S3nn"-^athy f o r u'&.vyer. Some very great men have been 
venal n o l i t i t i a n s : A l c i b i a d e s and Agesilaus among the ixreeks, p r a c t ­
i c a l l y every famous Roman who drew breath land nayj, and S i r Francis 
nacon. v e n a l i t y i n n o l i t i c s i s e-ual t o l u s t i n nersonal e t h i c s -
bo'ch sins of weakness; t o my mind,pride i n the l a t t e r , and r u t h l e s s -
ness i n the former, are more culpable. But they are more e a s i l y 
cloaked i n the terminology of justice,Besides, ueople who b l a s t 
men i n n o l i t i c s are HXE l i k e naper-thmoricians who, a f t e r a m i l i t a r y 
campaign i s a f a i t - a c c o m n l i , hound i t s general t o a c o u r t - m a r t i a l , 
x t i s 30 c l e a r on r a p e r i ±hey foget t h e i r reneral was t i e d ur i n a 
skein of events unmanipulatable, not of words th a t can be redisposed. 
t h a t h i s mind was disorganizeu bj'- lack of sleep and forced marches, 
t h a t h i s n l r i n c r i o i c a l decisions were sp l i t - s e c o n d , t h a t messeges 
were coming t o him momentlj', each demanding an order, ^ret b r i n g i n g 
f a c t s t h a t rendered the order he had issued t o the l a s t message un­
s u i t a b l e , t h a t ei^^ui ment breaks down and oumrmnications cease, ao 
w i t h p o l i t i u i a n s , i t i s not the easy ouestion s h a l l l or s h a l l x 
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not take bribes? The ouesHlon i s , Diy voters claitior f o r t h i s hospi­
t a l , but only by X's erooked support w i l l I r a i s e funds t o b u i l d 
i t . The ouestion i s , I know X pe r s o n a l l y , and corrupt as he i s , 
X i s a gBBtleraan and my f r i e n d . The question i s , i f I defy X,I'm 
out of o f f i c e , and Z, a worse man than I , w i l l take over. The 
ouestion i s , how l i t t l e power we have over our own motions, and 
how l i t t l e powerlthe t i t u l a r heed of a state^ haf^_, except t h a t of 
v e r b a l c o n f i r m a t i o n of the r e s u l t s t h i s b i l l i o n - g e a r e d machinery 
on which I s i t , a r r i v e s a t i by i t s own t o i l i n g . 

I d i s l i k e these t r i a l s too. I d i s l i k e , t o begin w i t h , a l l 
t r i a l s . I don't t h i n k a p e r f e c t l y j u s t d e c i s i o n has ever been ren­
dered I n a c o u r t , because the p r e - c l g s s i f i c a t i o n of r l a i n t i f f and 
defendant sets up a dichotemy i n which j u s t i c e i s t r i p p e d . Those 
who fancy t h a t j u s t i c e i s voiced by courts are modern c h i l d r e n of 
those ancient ones who d i v i d e d a l l phenomena i n t o good and bad be-

f f o r e seeing them as pink or blue. Thrusting t h i s aside, I d i s l i k e 
the confusion of f u n c t i o n now current i n f e d e r a l procedures; the 
executive became l e g i s l a t i v e under Roosevelt, and today the l e g i s ­
l a t i v e i s becoming j u d i c i a l . I have a f e e l i n g t h a t under cover of 
i t more and more of our i n d i v i d u a l prerogatives are i n j p u r l o i n . 
Lay the way open f o r r i c h men t o enter the Senate, and'with t h a t 
body's increased f u n c t i o n s Jrou have an o l i g a r c h y . Cay the way open 
f o r one more aggressive man l i k e Roosevelt, and batten him on war -
there you have, w i t h increased executive f u n c t i o n s , a^tyranny. And 
day by day our populace grows more supine, l i s t i e s s , ^ p r o n e t o d61e. 
The cast i s assembled, the l i n e s are w r i t t e n - l e t the play go onl 

Poor O'Dwyer! A man i s h i s own judge. I have another p r e d i c t ­
i o n , t h a t t h i s man w i l l escape h i s enemies by death, r r e s e n t l y . ^ 
has heart t r o u b l e , but t h a t alone wfculd never k i l l him, had he mot­
iv e f o r l i f e . But as cold damp weather i n f a l l i l % brings on my asthma, 
not as a cause but as a c a t y l i s t , an excuse because t h e r e a l cause 
i s too deep t o uproot; so heart t r o u b l e w i l l i n f a l l i b l y k i l l Mayor 
O'Dwyer, because his honor i s gone. 

Look what I have subjected you t o . Well, my mind was on t h a t 
s u b j e c t . Regarding your love - a f f e c t i o n - i n f a t u a t i o n (three d i f f e r ­
ences o f degree, not k i n d ) , thank you f o r being c o n f i d e n t i a l w i t h me. 
I s h a l l not dishonot? i t by any more g a i t y on t h i s t o p i c - f o r a while, 
V/hen you f a n these embers i n t o flame, warai me,so I can put on my as­
bestos j a c k e t . Of course we s h a l l go adventuring t h i s summer, t o New 
Hampshire perhaps, or where you w i l l . Let us^plan f o r i t , and d) not 
v a c i l l a t e . Would you care t o s t r i k e out f o r / i i y d s o ^ Bay? Yes, I am 
se r i o u s . My love 1>o the babies. Increase a^d m u l t i p l y was a phrase 
not v/asted on jrour f a m i l y . 

t r u l y yours, 



lUoshington̂ l̂oureelMotel 
S H R E V E P O R T , L O U I S I A N A 

Mr,Frank Shields 
c/o Benson 
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