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£ June 194S 
Wurzburg, Germany 

— - I n lay l a s t 'Installmentf I ended th© l e t t e r by saying that the 
Germans negated our hopes of spending Cbristmas at the Chateau A Faulx. 
For some days we had heard riMbling £n'the distance — as of a r t i l l e r y and 
bombardment • And the night sky was often l i t w ith continuous flashes i n 
t h © l a s t . Meaatlnie, the'rumors were spreading, and th© German radio talked 
of a big German offensive, fh© American Arrny, as you know, clamped, a 
blackout down on moat news, but even 48 hr, old t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n naps 
i n the Stars and Stripes t o l d us that the Jerries weren't too f e r o f f . 
A l l roads leading to Namur were "roed-blocked" and p a t r o l l e d . Tanks were 
stationed at Main routes i n t o the c i t y i and whenevĉ sr we wont into town 
on business, frightened Belgians looked r e g r e t f u l l y at our truck, which 
they imagined was r e t r e a t i n g , Sometiaes even we wondered why we were stay­
ing at the castle. F i n a l l y , 3 days before Christmas w@ moved out and 
"withdrew" to Kaaur. whilo s t i l l loading trucks at the chateau, e B r i t i s h 
armored column stopped and agked what i n h e l l we were s t i l l doing there, 

I was i n Namur one night and l a t e the next afternoon I tcok o f f f o r 
C h a r l e v i l l e , That night was one of the coldest nights I've ever experienced 
And I was r i d i n g i n the back of a £| ton vehicle. The d r i v i n g a l l the way 
was without l i g h t s , f o r th© Germsjiswere only 4 or 5 kilometers th© other 
side of the r i v e r . Stopped at en I n s t a l l a t i o n about SAM of th© £4th, to 
catch a few hours sleep and a l i t t l e grub, i^ore than ones that night T 
awakened t o f i n d ay feet numb f rom cold. Honestly, Peg, I don't know 
how those unsung infantrymen were ever able to f i g h t and l i v e and sleep 
i n that cold. But they, did — and outfought the Germans at th© same time. 

Early I n the afternoon of the 24th I got to Gharleville, and the 
i n s t a l l a t l Q a was set up. That night, and fo r several more nights I n the week 
following, the Germaas sent over bed-check Charlie to raise a l i t t l e 
h e l l around town. Th© selge of Bestogne was i n f u l l force at tn© time, and 
the important railway l i n k from France t h r u Belgium to t h i s f r o n t lay 
thru C h a r l e v i l l e , where the r a i l r o a d crossed the swollen Meus© River, 
So that was Charlies role — g e t t l n g the bridge. He didn't succeed, and 
one night around Mevi Years an ack-ack o u t f i t up the valley put an end to 
his raeend©rings. 

For 8 everal days during the week Christmas- Mew Years, the sky 
was bleckened by f l i g h t s of 0-47*8 carrying supplsies to be parachuted to 
Bastogne, I t was an impressive sight — planes as f a r as you could see. 

At the time, we were messing with the MP's and. soon became accus­
tomed, on a r r i v i n g f o r chow, to seeing 4 or 5 German parachutists, some 
dre;ss©d In Aaierioan uniform, who had been captured i n or around town. 
Everyone was on hi s toes, and steel helmets, gas masks and guns were the 
order of the day, I even took my c ̂rbin© to church on several occasions. 

After the "bulge" attirted to collapse, things settled down to 
routine — eating, sleeping, and doing our job. Ant that's th© way i t went 
t i l l mld«4iarch, when we once more went back to Faulx, 

I t was good to get back to a place you knew and l i k e d : but the 
vacation lasted only two weeks {by which time we were ea;.'er to get 



buzzing again). This time i t was to Buderloh, across the Rhine from 
Wesel — and i t was our f i r s t taste of Germany. A good look at Aaohen 
ocnTlnced us there wouldn't be much to see i n German c i t i e s . And there 
hasn't been. They're a l l the sarae p i l e s of rubble that have been 
pushed aside to c l e a r the roads. That's a l l . Buderloh was a mess — i n 
e d i f f e r e n t sens©, however. Mare most of the houses were standing, but 
every thing i n them had been dumped out i n t o the streets. Everywhere 
were smashed f u r n i t u r e , old geds, wyeoka of motorcycles and blGycles, 
linens and clothes and bedspreads -nd pictures trampled Into the mud. 
And not a c i v i l i a n anywhere, f o r t h i s was a r e s t r i c t e d zone. You can't 
pi c t u r e the desolation, Peg. ^nd the dead cows end horsss raised a high 
stench th«t nsuseated one. Wild pigs roamed through town, and we were 
ha l f a f r a i d to move from roads or pathways, f o r fear of mines. The f i r s t 
railway bridge wacross the Rhine was then i n building by Army Engineers, 
perhaps you've aeon a picture of i t i n the papers. I t was finished i n 
E hrs less than 10 days — a remarkable achievement/ 

*»ext I want south, t h r u Meuss, and. Cologne to Bonn, Cologne was the 
worst shambles I've seen so f a n Tise devestatlcn and wreckage Is beyond ImaA 
glnation. I t has to be seen. How any l i v i n g survived the scourge Is 
beyond caaprehension. Thank God that such a thing did not happen to an 
American c i t y , 

I stayed In Bonn some 1£ hours. Then I vfas o f f to Kessel. The 
road scenes were the same — van loads of German PW's going to the rear, 
and A l l i e d men & materiel moving tap. Kassel and the work there, were 
unspectacular, fhe best memory we have of i t now i s the 18 hours we spent 
i n a truck g e t t i n g there. When the work In.Kassel w f t . f i n i s h e d , I came 
down here to Wurzbufgj And her© we s i t . I t ' s undoubtedly the easiest 
deal we've had since we h i t the ITO, but i t ' s beginning to p a l l . We 
want to get moving againj and the unknoimi factor Is that we don't 
yet know what the Army has i n store f o r us. 


