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Wurrburg, Germany 

fl—Tn my l a s t l e t t e r - s t o r y , I had j u s t landed i n Scotland, I t 
was a huge f i e l d , w i t h complete f a c i l i t i e s f o r processing the nwwly-
a r r i v e d . As usual, we kicked around f o r a while t i l l our orders were 
checked end v e r i f i e d . Ant then a f t e r some donuta & c o f f e e , and hob
nobbing w i t h a p r o f u s i o n o f brass, we changed our good U.S, d o l l a r s k 
cents I n t o pounds, s h i l l i n g s and pence. And t e l l me t h a t I n g l i s h money 
system i s n ' t the most me n t a l l y t r y i n g t h i n g y e t devised. 

Money exohaiige completed, we hopped a p r i v a t e bus t o a con
c r e t e barracks & turned i n f o r a few hours nap. Then t o chow and the 
Service Club f o r some r e l a x a t i o n and f i n a l l y a f t e r supper, t o the 
barracks again t o prepare f o r the next l e g of the journey. Soon a f t e r 
dark I was on e bus heeded f o r the R.H, s t a t i o n l A f t e r a slow journey 
t h r u the bfebked-ouij countryside (wondering a l l the w h i l e why the d r i v e r 
d i d n ' t get over onto the r i g h t side of the road) and a seemingly i n 
terminable w s i t at the s t e t l o n , I boarded a sleeper f o r London. The 
oonps-rtment was c o l d , and I f r o z e t h a t n i g h t , a r i s i n g soon a f t e r day" 
break the b e t t e r t o keep warm and also t o watch the English laridsoa^e^" 
Saturday morning we were I n London before t e n o'clock. More ohecking 
t h r u various bureaus, delays & bus r i d e s before we were quartered tem
p o r a r i l y i n p r i v a t e houses near Hyde Park. Once turned loone we 
s t a r t e d t o see as much of the town as p o s s i b l e , and before I turned 
I n t h a t n i g i i t I ' d seen P l c a d l l l y Circus, and Oxford Curcus, the t h e a t e r 
d i s t r i c t , Shaftsbury Avenue, p l e n t y of USD's k service Clubs, and had 
my f i r s t view o f an English pub ( i n s i d e ) . Perhaps i t ' s the war, but 
the s t u f f , those L i f f / s d r i n k i s h o r r i b l e . I n c i d e n t a l l y , there were some 
buzz bombs dropp ag t h a t n i g h t , so the f e l l o w s claim, but I n e i t h e r 
saw nor heard them, 

Sunday morning we managed t c «coat out a church and I t was 
none other than the magnificent s t r u c t u r e of the Oratory c f St. P h i l i p 
Meri •— Cardinal Rewmaa's church. A f t e r M?.ss I t was chow, the Hsas Crescent 
Service Club, ana P l c H d l l l y Circus, Chow again la^ the Rainbow Corner 
Club, and a movie "Th© Seventh Cross" i n the " % p i r e Theatre, And so 
t o bed, • 

l a r l y Mond&y morning we bussed t o a f i e l d outside London, 
and a f t e r noon chow we were o f f t o P a r i s . The t r i p l a s t e d under two 
hours, and a f t e r we crossed the Channel everyone craned t h e i r necks " i ' 
downward t o catch t h e i r f i r s t glimpse of b a t t l e - s c a r r e d f r a n c e . Our 
f i r s t s i g h t o f P a r i s was marked by the towerlay image o f the E i f f e l 
Tower, which could be seen long before the c i t y l i m i t s were reached. 
One month a f t e r the c i t y ' s l i b e r a t i o n , we landed at e P a r i s a i r f i e l d . 

That n i g h t we were bedded down i n the 01aude Bernard School 
i n the fashionable Boulougne Wood se c t i o n of P a r i s , We s l e p t i n a 
dovmstairs gym, u n a f f e c t i o n a t e l y nicknamed the "Tomb" by reason 
of i t s i n o r d i n a t e cold & dampness. We remained i n P a r i s about 2 weeks, 
durin g which I saw many o f the scenes p i c t u r e d on t h a t s e r i e s o f 
postcards I s e n t you a few months ago. But s t i l l y because the subways 
ran i r r e g u l a r l y and our quarters were some distance from the center 



©f the o i t y , I d i d n ' t see as much o f P a r i s as I should have l i k e d to# 

l a r l y i n October I moved t o Reims and l i v e d i n an expansive 
hone® (not ge.atXly, a chateau)across from France's l a r g e s t ohampagne 
f a c t o r y * ffemade some l i t t l e dent I n the 11,000,000 b o t t l e s . w h i l e there 
end f o r a time l i v e d a r a t h e r l a z y existence tramping the oountrjtside, 
v i s i t i n g town, p l a y i n g oerds end t a l k i n g around the warm f i rep l a ires 
a t n i g h t i n our rooms. A f t e r a w h i l e , however, I had t o knuckle down 
and do some work, I attended Mass several times i n the Reims Cathedral, 
an e d i f y i n g experience, indeed. 

I n e a r l y November I a r r i v e d i n Ntiiaur, and quartered i n a p r i v a t e 
house next t o the former German Gestapo HQs, The enemy was, at the time 
sending over beaucoup robombs, and i n ' our inexperience we were eager 
t o see any t h a t passed our way, i c s t e e d ©f seeking s h e l t e r i n a sane 
manner. I n afey event w© never sav; mij explode, though the bombing of 
Namur before we a r r i v e d gave us a close-head view of devastated homes 
end I n d u s t r i e s , 

I meritioned p r e v i o u s l y i n my l e t t e r s t h a t the Belgians, i n s o f a r 
as such t h i n g s can be measured, seemed f r i c a d l i e r and less deprived 

.by the wsr than d i d the Frsheh —-w/ho were, n©Terthel©8.s, no boors e i t h e r . 

For some unknown reason, I was moved soon a f t e r Thanksgiving 
t o the famous Chateau a Feulx, about 15 m i l e s south east of Hamur. 
That was a p r e t t y good deea, ss I r e c a l l . Few d e t a i l s , & mai^nlficent 
set of q u a r t e r s , good food, wide f i e l d s and countryside, and good com
panionship. I n a l l , jon were the only t h i n g l a e k l n g , honey. I n SUT^, 
i t amounted t o a v i b a t t o a . The sole t w i n g i n g rem'wtj'ranco I s of 4hrs 
atanct of guard duty d u r i n g th© cold w i n t e r n i g h t s . I atteaded Mess I n 
a small town | a i l e away — I n e church o f I n s p i r i n g I n t e r i o r beauty 
f o r so poor a s e c t o r . On one occasion, we were p r i v i l e g e d t o have a 
Mass said i n the chateau's p r i v a t e c i i a p e l . That was a week before 
Christmas and we were counting on remaining t o attend Mass and spend 
Ohristacis and. New Year's t h e r e . I n f a c t we ooimted on an Interminable 
stay} but the J e r r i e s s p o i l e d our plans. That's another s t o r y , ixowever, 
and w i l l save t i l l another l e t t e r . 


