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Now t h a t the war I s over, the telaekout r e g u l a t i o n s heye been 
l i f t e d , end among oth e r sundry odds and ends, censc-rship r e g u l a t i o n s 
have been more or less d r a s t i c a l l y r e v i s e d . Just about the only t h i n g 
we are not permitted t o re v e a l I s the present l o c a t i o n of our u n i t . 
And, f o r the smrsll purposes .nf s e c u r i t y s t i l l e x t ent and I n f o r c e , 
we have toeen^-? advised t o use the words and "me** i n preference t o 
"we" and "us", the b e t t e r t o prevent i n v o l v i n g or designating any 
s p e c i f i c u n i t s i n the personal n a r r a t i v e o f l i f e i n and around the 
ITO these past many months. This should ©xpl£dn the consequent f r e ­
quent use o f the f i r s t person s i n g u l a r , and d e f l a t e any i l l u s i o n s 
about an ego gone w i l d . 0,E,9 

You are f u l l y ewar© end m i n d f u l t h a t I never kept t h a t date I 
had w i t h you a c e r t a i n Thursday i n September — f o r the opening g\in, 
s i g n a l i z i n g a more s p e c i f i c " p a r t i c i p a t i o n " i n the war f o r me, had 
been f i r e d . They routed lae out of a Gorafortabl© bed a t the Sutton 
on Thursday morning, and gair© me I n s t r u c t i o n s t o pack & get ready. 
Jazzed around (as you always do) a f t e r b r e a k f a s t u n t i i the busses f o r 
La 6. f i e l d were loaded. I took a good look around a t 111* o l d 
New York d u r i n g the r i d e , t o form a s o r t o f l a s t remembrance, f o r some 
time, o f the pise©. Ran i n t o the usual h u s t l e and b u s t l e checking t h r u 
customs, weighing i n , ©to,, once I got t o the f i e l d and then t r i e d 
t o r e l a x w i t h some U.S.O. coffee ©nd doughnutsand a dozen assorted 
magazines. But the prospect o f making the b i g t r i p , and by plane 
at t h a t , was a l i t t l e e i o l t i a e * t o put i t raiicily, and g€»v© me t h a t 
ol d " b u t t e r ' f l y " sensation i n the stofiach. I r e c a l l t h a t I t seemed 
qu i t e huraorous t o be given a 5 minute l e c t u r e on the use o f l i f e r a f t s , 
emergency eouipment, "Gibson G i r l " r a d l o s l s i g n a l equipment,"d!tohlng" 
the plane and a host p f other actions t o be fo l l o w e d / w i t h scrupulous 
care i n the event ofsorae unforeseen t r o u b l e while i n f l i g h t , unless 
one had a card-index type o f b r a i n h© could not hope; t o remember a l l 
the warnings and i n s t r u c t i o n s t h a t the f l i g h t personnel gave. I n any 
event i t was an i n t e r e s t i n g l e c t u r e , not¥/lthstQndlng.. i t s appt-irtrnt 
f a u l t s . Just before boarding the plan© I coughed up 50g? f o r a boxed 
f l i g h t lunch f o r th© f i r s t l e g o f the t r i p . The plane I was i n vms a 
re g u l a r four-engine comaerolal type job taken over by the army. Some 
planes had lounge ty-i© seats, but I had t o board on© w i t h box-type 
seats arranged along both sides ( I d l d n * t r a i s e any h e l l over t h i s ) . 
This plane, I n c i d e n t a l l y was used t o f e r i t y wounded on retunn t r i p s . 
A f t e r the engines were warmed up we t a x i e d down th© f i e l d , headed I n t o 
the wind, and took o f f a t 1E45 h r s . I t was my f i r s t time i n th© e i r 
and I ca,n*t overestimate the f i r s t b i g t h r i l l of i t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
i t was 8 hazy, cloudy day, and one© a l o f t , I could see only a short 
glimpse o f Queens and Long I s l a n d Sound, before the clouds closed l a . 
W© rose alrove them I n a short w h i l e , however, i n t o land o f sunshine 
above and downy clouds below. And ©xcept f o r an occasional plane 
f l i t t i n g around the sky, t h a t was a l l t o be seen f o r an hour or so. 
Then, f a r up the New England oosst the clouds parted b r i e f l y t o give 
a glimpse o f farmland and c i t i e s f a r below. A f t e r t h i s I s e t t l e d down 
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%0 A comfortable, cheery f l i g h t , q u i t e pleased w i t h myself and my 
f r r t i m e . 

A l i t t l e under f o u r hous out of N . r i t the plaae ran I n t o a s t r e t c h 
of c l e a r weather, and I devoted myself t o a coiitemplatiori of the ocean 
and oeeeBlonel Islands below. About 5Fd we sighted land ahead, and 
soon the plane dropped down, c i r c l e d once, and landed a t S t e v e n s v i l l e , 
Newfouhdland. I t was d r i z z l i n g , but my s p i r i t s weren't dampened a t 
a l l . Boarded en Array bus, and whisked away t o chowat an Army ctmp — 
even w h i l e you were at home w?ondering i f I ' d c a l l . 

No time was wasted. As soon as chow was over and tn© plane fueled 
and ready, I was i n my seat, safety b e l t buckled, awaiting, the es-yet-
new t h r i l l ofothe t a k e o f f . The plan© cleared Newfoundland at about 
1845hrs., and struggled f o r a l t i t u d e f o r the long t r i p across. Night 
closed i n q u i c k l y , and the dreary sound o f the motors and the engine 
exhaust were th© only t h i n g s t o be heard end seen. I curled up f o r a 
f i t f u l sleep, f o r we ran i n t o bxmpy weather. 

At 0E30 hrs Friday morning, I was awake again, and wes surprised 
t o Bee the sxin r i s e so e a r l y out o f the clouds and see ahead. I was 
eager f o r the f i r s t glimpse o f land and soon sew the farmlands of 
Northern I r e l a n d come i n t o A view. Then the I r i s h Sea,, and f a r below 
a black submarine c u t t i n g the cold W::ves. Suddenly, more land, a.nd 
a rookysreen coast ehead. The piano dropped dovm, eased i n f o r a smooth 
land i n g and a t 0430 hrs N.Y. time me f e e t touched the s o i l of Prestwick, 
Scotland, 1% was 0930 hrs B r i t i s h time, and l i f e i n , t h e STO had 
commenced. 


