
HEADQUARTERS, COMMUNICATIONS Z D 

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS, ^ 

US ARMY. 

You and other American and Al l ied soldiers are steadily 
torc ing the Germans back into their country. As a member of the 
greatest combat force in. history, you ore destroying the visible 
products of Nazism. But we must do more. W e must also destroy 
its very roots. 

W e Americans have a kindly feel ing in our hearts for other 
people, for we, perhaps more than any other notion, bel ieve in 
the inherent decency of man. Now you must be required to 
exclude a nation which once was a fr iend — Germany — and to 
bar, not just the soldier you have been fighting or the proven 
Noz i , but all Germans — men, women and chi ldren. That wi l l be 
difficult, for it seems contrary to Al l ied ideals of fair play. But 
you m u s t do it, for greater issues are at stake — the future peace 
of the wor ld . — Our object Is not to persecute civilians or the 
conquered soldiers. Our ottitude must always be fair and just. But, 
as we hove defeated Nazi might, so now must we defeat Nazi ideas. 

As an aid to you in overcoming all Nazi ideas — to cause 
them to be strangled as they deserve — I hove issued these 
" S p e c i a l Orders for American-German Relat ions". They are 
restrictive. They are definite. They ore necessary. For we must 
prove positively to the German people, individually and collectively, 
that Nazism has led them to the brink of destruction and has 
earned them our distrust and that of the wor ld . Until they have,, 
proved themselves entit led to respect as a people and as a nat lQal 
we cannot accord them comradeship, faith or honor. S 

The Germans have a lesson to learn. They must learn It welTr 
Each of us must teach them. W e can do that only by r ig id odherance 
to these "Spec ia l O r d e r s " . 

J O H N C. H. LEE, 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. A. 
COMMANDING. 



SPECIAL ORDERS FOR AMERICAN-GERMAN RELATIONS 

1. T o r e m e m b e r a l w a y s t h a t G e r m a n y , 
t h o u g h c o n q u e r e d , is s t i l l a d a n g e r o u s e n e ­
m y n a t i o n . 

a. If is k nown t h a t an u n d e r g r o u n d o r g a n i z a t i o n 
f o r t he con t i nua t i on o f t he N a z i p r o g r a m f o r w o r l d 
d o m i n a t i o n is a l r e a d y in ex i s tence. This g r o u p w i l l 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f eve ry r e l a x a t i o n o f v i g i l ance on 
our p a r t t o ca r r y on unde rcove r w a r aga i n s t us. 

b. The o c cupa t i ona l forces a re no t on a g i a d -
h a n d mission. 

2. N e v e r t o t r u s t G e r m a n s , c o l l e c t i v e l y o r 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

a. For most o f the past century , G e r m a n y has 
sough t t o a t t a i n w o r l d d o m i n a t i o n b y conquest. This 
has b e e n the t h i r d ma jo r a t t e m p t in the m e m o r y o f 
men sti l l l i v i ng . To many Germans , this d e f e a t w i l l 
on ly be an i n te r l ude -a t ime to p r e p a r e f o r t h e n e x t 
war . 

b. The Ge rmans have no regret s f o r the havoc 
they have w r o u g h t in the w o r l d , e x c e p t f o r loss o f 
l i fe a n d pi^operty t hey themselves have s u f f e r ed . 

c. T h e G e r m a n has b e e n t a u g h t t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l 
g o a l o f d o m i n a t i o n must be o b t a i n e d regard les s 
o f t he dep th s o f t r eache r y , m u r d e r a n d des t ruct ion 
necessary. He has been t a u g h t t o sacr i f ice e v e r y t h i n g — 
idea l s , honor, a nd even his w i f e a n d ch i l d ren f o r t he 
State. D e f e a t w i l l not erase t h a t i d ea . 

3. T o d e f e a t G e r m a n e f f o r t s t o p o i s o n m y 
t h o u g h t s o r i n f l u e n c e m y a t t i t u d e . 

a. The Naz i s f ou l l y p rac t i ce t h a t t h e most 
p o w e r f u l p r o p a g a n d a w e a p o n is d i s to r t i on o f t r u th . 
They have m a d e ev i l use o f if a n d w i l l r e - doub le the i r 



e f f o r t s i m m e d i a t e l y upon our o c cupa t i on o f G e r m a n y 
in o r d e r t o po i son ou r t h i n k i n g . There w i l l p r o b a b l y 
be d e l i b e r a t e , s t ud i ed a n d cont inuous e f fo r t s to 
ent ice our sympath ies a n d to escape the just 
consequences o f the i r gu i l t . 

b. You may e x p e c t o i l manner o f a p p r o a c h — c o n ­
versat ions to be o v e r h e a r d , u n d e r g r o u n d pub l i ca t i on s 
t o be f o u n d ; t he re w i l l b e appea l s to genero s i t y a n d 
f a i r p l a y ; t o p i t y f o r " v i c t ims o f d e v a s t a t i o n ; " t o rac i a l 
a n d cu l tu ra l s im i l a r i t i e s ; a n d to s ympa thy f o r an a l ­
l e g e d l y opp re s sed peop l e . 

c. There w i l l b e a t tempt s a t s ow ing d i s co rd 
a m o n g A l l i e d n a t i o n s ; a t u n d e r m i n i n g A l l i e d d e t e r m i ­
na t i on to en fo r ce the s u r r ende r ; a t i nduc i ng a r educ ­
t i on in o c cupa t i ona l forces ; a t l o w e r i n g m o r a l e 
a n d e f f i c i ency o f t he o c cupy i n g f o r c e s ; a t p r o v i n g 
t h a t Naz i sm was never w a n t e d by the " g e n t l e a n d 
c u l t u r e d " G e r m a n peop l e . 

4. T o a v o i d a c t s o f v i o l e n c e , e x c e p t w h e n 
r e q u i r e d h y m i l i t a r y n e c e s s i t y . 

For y o u a re an A m e r i c a n so ld ier, not a Naz i . 

5. T o c o n d u c t m y s e l f a t o i l t i m e s s o a s t o 
c o m m a n d t h e r e s p e c t o f t h e G e r m a n p e o p l e 
f o r m y s e l f , f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d f o r 
t h e A l l i e d C a u s e . 

a. The Ge rman s ho ld a l l th ings m i l i t a r y in d e e p 
respect. That respect must be m a i n t a i n e d hab i t ua l l y 
o r the A l l i e d Cause is hurt a nd the f i r s t steps a re t a k ­
en t o w a r d W o r l d W a r III. Each so ld ie r must w a t c h 
eve ry ac t ion o f himself a nd o f his comrades . The 
G e r m a n w i l l b e w a t c h i n g constant ly, even t h o u g h 
y o u may not see h im. Let h im see a g o o d A m e r i c a n 
Sold ier. 



b. Drunkenness w i l l n o t be t o l e r a t e d . Penalt ies 
w i l l b e severe. 

6. N e v e r t o a s s o c i a t e w i t h G e r m a n s . 

a. W e must b r i n g home t o t he Ge rman s t h a t 
t he i r s uppo r t o f N a z i l eader s , t he i r t o l e r ance o f r ac i a l 
ha t red s a n d persecut ions, a nd the i r unques t i on i ng a c ­
cep tance o f t he w a n t o n aggress ions on o the r nat ions, 
hove e a r n e d f o r t h e m the c o n t e m p t a n d d istrust o f the 
c i v i l i zed w o r l d . W e must never f o r g e t t h a t t he Ge r ­
man p e o p l e s uppo r t t he N a z i p r inc ip le s . 

b. Contacts w i t h Ge rman s w i l l be m a d e o n i y on 
o f f i c i a l business. I m m e d i a t e c omp l i ance w i t h a i l o f f i ­
c i a l o r de r s a n d instruct ions a n d su r render terms w i l l 
be d e m a n d e d o f t hem a n d w i l l b e f i rm l y e n f o r c e d . 

c. A m e r i c a n so ld iers mus tno t ossoc iote w i t h G e r ­
mans. Spec i f i ca l l y , it is not permis s ib le t o shake hands 
w i t h t h e m , t o v is i t t he i r homes, t o e x c h a n g e g i f t s w i t h 
t hem, t o e n g a g e in games o r sports w i t h t h e m , t o a t ­
t e n d t h e i r dances o r soc ia l events, or t o a c c o m p a n y 
t h e m on t he s t reet or e l sewhere . Part icu lar ly , a vo i d o i l 
d iscuss ion or a r g u m e n t w i t h t hem. G i ve t he Ge rman s 
no chance to t r i ck y o u in to r e l a x i n g you r g u a r d . 

7. T o b e f a i r b u t f i r m w i t h G e r m a n s . 

a. Exper ience has shown t h a t Ge rman s r e g a r d 
k indness as weakness. Every so ld ie r must p rove b y 
his oct ions t ha t the Amer i can s a re s t rong . This w i l l be 
accomp l i s hed if eve ry so ld ie r t reat s t he Ge rmans 
w i th f i rmness a n d stern courtesy a t o i l t imes. 

b. Firmness must be t e m p e r e d w i t h str ict j u s ­
t i ce . A m e r i c a n s d o not resort t o N a z i gangs te r m e t h ­
ods i n d e a l i n g w i t h any peop le . Remember, y ou r 
f a i r b u t f i rm t r e a t m e n t o f the G e r m a n p e o p l e w i l l 
c o m m a n d the p r o p e r respect d u e a m e m b e r o f a 
c o n q u e r i n g na t i on . 


