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!!V.ICT0RY._GO_ESXQ... T H A L A M I C 

How fast and how far will our armies be able to go when 
they break through the German Siegfried Line? Can they sweep -
forward: to Berlin v/1 th the same speed and power they showed 
smashing from Normandy to the borders of the Reich? 

The answer hangs on a thread. And what a thread I 

The thread is spun by the Signal Cor,.:S. It is the commun
ications system which covers the continent like a spider web. 
'̂'''-'•̂  Signal men vow that this thread will not break. They will 
spin and weave it lato Germany as they did behind the racing 
•infantry and tanks in Normandy the most spectacular military 
campaign in History. 

£nX.iie_.SGput._Gcir_RMio_.SyX 

There were times during the smash, through, however, when 
even wire could not ,neep Immediate pace vatli fast moving 
armored columns. The Signal Corps was faced with a new con
tingency. To meet the need, a system of very high frequency 
(VHF) radio relay equipment'was utilised stations taking 
about four hours to install and sight. 

This radio relay system consi-nts of stations 25 to 100 
miles apart, each beamed on the next like a rifle on a target. 
The military possibilities of this system were developed in 
America and England after it was first tried out in North Africa 

A considerable quantity of police scout car radio equip
ment had been procured for expected po-lice communications re
quirements in North Africa, and this equipment was found admir
ably suited to provide communications for the rapid advance. 
As a result, of this successful experiment and concurrent British 
groundwork, the amazing radio relay link equipment in use to-de y 
was developed in the U.S. and in England, and was made to provid 
iour teleprinter circuits plus three radio telephone circuits .-is 
compared '-dth one teleprinter circuit of the experimental models-
in Africa 

Before the opening of the Second Front, the Signal Corps in 
Great Britain mapped out conditions expected for trans-channel 
communications and sent the information to the War Department. 
A topographical replica of these conditions, which Include water 
path and elevation factors, •••eas discovered along the coast of 
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Maine. Piere, the problefiEin invasion cojimunication by high 
frequency relay equipment wore '-'orked out in detail and smooth 
signal operations were insured for tbie greatest ainphibious 
assault in history. 

Although this equipment had not been subjected to severe 
tests under combat, the Chief Signal Officer in Washington 
anticipated the wide application of this equipment and embarked 
on. a production program Imraediately. Ainerlcan mass production 
methods came through again. The Suropoan Theater was fortunate 
in that the task of plannlna, the combat communications for the 
invading srmy fell to a Signal Ofrioer who had served as Division 
and Corps Signal Officer in AL-cria, Tunisia, and Sicily and 
who is nor Signal Officer o;f General Bradley's Army. Col. 
• Grant Williams anticipated an e-.c"C:OiiBive utilization, of radio 
relay Gtiuipment, ordered wlrat eccjieG like fantastic quantities 
and as a result the Army ^̂ .̂̂.s able to meet the demands of the 
rapid advance from tlio shores of Normandy to the Siegfried line 
and to share this valuable eqi-ipmeiit -•nlth others who needed it. 
This VHF radio with its speed of installation and accurate 
transmission was one of the cliief I'actora which enabled the 
American. Armies to continue their r apid drive through France. 

VIF relay also provided the initial contact between the 
besieged continent and Great Britain on D-Day. Signal men in 
England cculd hear t.hG shells and .aachi^iG guns as they listened 
to the messages of their comrades on the far side. 

One of the outstanding Signal Corps outfits in this war, 
from a radio standpoint, is the 930th Signal Service Company, 
GommandGd by Captain Doii^Fd J. Lame of Johnstown, Ohio. Its 
men landed soon after D-Day, operating the high frequency relay. 
They are now scattered in groups of five or so all the way from 
the front to Cherbourg, along t,hc French Channel coast, back to 
the Southern ports of England. Other units operate in similar
ly isolated groups over a vast area. Living like hermits in 
tiny, stations on hilltops and towers miles from anywhere, 
their only contact with the world is radio and semi-weekly vis-
Its of the ration trucks. 

It is no secret noi-i that, ekploiting their brea.k through 
with amazing skill and courage, our fighting men moved, much 
faster than had been expected. It is no secret, either, that 
our Signal men were caLLed upon to do-the Impossible to m a k e ' 
cquipniGat and men stretch tf:.:cir resources in unprecofented 
operations and enduraiiCG. For cacb gain that the combat troops ' 
made ̂  f orirard, Communications Zone Signal men have had that much 
adcitlonnl area to consolidate with permanent signal connections. 
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