
May 16,1944 
Tuesday N i t e 

Dear Dot; 
Lots of changes around l i e r e o Junior ca.ught a boat out of here. 

Our camp i s a very unhealthy place. Too close to the v/ater f o r l i t t l e 
Louies not t o play b a l l w i t h the boss. Went over h i s head once too 
o f t e n . He wrote h i s own t i c k e t but get worse than he deseryed I t h i n k 
and I know I shouldn't. Only once i n ' w h i l e I f o r g e t that I'jn i n the 
Army. 

We have a c i v i l i a n i n the o f f i c e now or d i d I t e l l you? Any­
way I'm now f u l l time darkroom man. That's what i t says here. I t 
also says t h a t a darkroom i s a room t h a t i s dark and you must r e ­
member t o : 1 , Turn o f f the l i g h t s . 

2 . Keep them o f f . 
3, Make no mistakes - see what you are doing. 

Are they kidding? I'm having a l i t t l e t r o u b l e but everything w i l l 
be a l l r i g n t once I get my Seeing Eye Dog, What a pain i n the , 
You v/ould be s u r o r i s e d how many hours I spend crawling around on 
my hands anu knees l o o k i n g f o r things t h a t s l i p out of my hands. 
And you have to be so c a r e f u l of th a t developer. Everything depends 
on the developer and many a g i r l has been knovm to over-aevelope i n 
a darkroom, WOO, WCOl«, 

I t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g work tho. Dot, ana someday, i f you would r e a l l y 
care t o l e a r n I might be able to teach you how t o behave i n a dark­
room. You don't Want to know how t o behave? OK - I t was j u s t a 
thought, 

Something happened the otner n i g h t and I thought, "Oh, b r o t h e r 
j u s t w a i t u n t i l I t e l l Dot. about t h i s . " Here's the s t o r y . ?/e had 
t o a l l gather i n the dayroom to see a movie. One of those sex t h i n g s 
t h a t you usua.lly sleep t h r u . Only f o r some reason noone seemed to 
care to gOA|isleep, Our CO walked i n a f t e r about 500 f t of f i l m . She 
had the usual sweet sickening s;nile on her puss and suadenly she t u r n a i 
white and screamed, "shut o f f t h a t moviell'." And somebody .said, "Oh, 
yea who says so?" "I'm L t , Madden and t u r n o f f t h a t p i c t u r e . I'm sorry 
g i r l s they seemed to have given us the wrong f i l m t o n i g h t . You are 
dismissed." We were j u s t about t o l e a r n how 0,1, Joe should v/ash 
him s e l f i n the sho?/er. Too bad she d i o n ' t come i n sooner. She would 
have seen him t a k i n g h i s p h y s i c a l . This / Army gets b e t t e r every day. 

Thanks f o r Frank.':s l e t t e r . Dot. I t was enjoyed t i i r u f our s i t t i n g s . 
As usual, a l l I can say i s GOSH I ' , He's wonaerful or do you know? 
Have you heard from Ed? I iiope you remember me t o him once i n a w h i l e , 
I always remember you t o Deck and I've s o l d him on the Shields. He 
said t h a t you sound l i k e a f a m i l y out of the Hew Yorker c a l l e d the 
O'Hara's. I'm sorry I never heard about them b e f o r . The new Yorker 
i s a l i t t l e too h i g h brow f o r me. 

Maybe you would l i k e to know what I received f o r Mother's Day. 
And then maybe you can t e l l me why on Mother's Day, 



I I 
Of course I have been t r y i n g t o help him w i t h a l l h i s l i t t l e 
problems. You know those nasty l i t t l e things t n a t always happen 
on wash day. Not t h a t Deck i s n ' t maiting h i s usual rouna bo tne 
x a i i x i u r y each week but he takes more pains t h a t ordinary men i n 
keeoing t r i m and neat and the laundry i s n ' t g i v i n g such good 
s e r t i e e . Thus on Monday n i g h t he has t o wash out a few of h i s 
own d a i n t i e s and there^ he i s i n the laundry room w i t h h i s bar 
of l u x , the two of them alv/ays together not knowing v/hat i s 
happening t o them. So I have been t r y i n g t o help', I've w r i t t e n 
him" books on l i t t l e ?/ash day h i n t s but, h e l l , he doesn't have t o 
look to me l i k e he would a mother. Oh, you're r i g n t Dot, wnat a 
s t r u g g l e . 

Anyway vdiat I got was a 6 x 8 colored p o r t r a i t of h i s 
b e a u t i f u l mug. What a picture'.'.'.I I t ' s j u s t l i k e p u t t i n g 
candy under the nose of a baby £ind making them j u s t s i t and 
look at i t . Gad, i t ' s b e a u t i f u l . What a hunk of manhood'.'.! 
And i t ' s s p r i n g up here i n New England and i t makes you f e e l 
so happy and I read h i s lett.etrs u n t i l I know them by heart and 
he says I f i t j u s t r i g h t in*gt)od r i g h t arm eaid I'm not going to 
hdve any arm l e f t j u s t w r i t i n g and v / r i t i n g and i t ' s h e l l but 
i t ' s T/TOnderful t o o . 

I received a l e t t e r from my Dad today and he said t h a t Harry 
flew home f o r one n i g h t and then they a l l went to the A i r Port 
the next day and sav/ him o f f again. Dad said i t was the biggest 
t h r i l l he has ever had i n h i s l i f e . Tne Capt. i n charge of the 
crev/ t o l d my dad t h a t Harry was the most thorough guy w i t h a 
plane t h a t he's ever seen. Harry i s the instrument man. Now 
I'm bragging, Dot, but he's always b^en j u s t a l i t t l e s q u i r t 
and i t doesn't seem poss i b l e t h a t he i s doing such a b i g and 
important j o b . My s i s t e r Dorothy ana her husband bought a new 
home. Bar i n the basement and b u i l t i n bath tub and sho?/er. I t 
must be something but anyway i t made my s i s t e r so happy t h a t she 
i s n ' t f i g h t i n g w i t h Frank any more and she l e t s him change h i s 
socks tv/ice a week now. 

We have bgen burning the midnight o i l up here. Our l a s t 
b i g push ?/ill^underway befor long. A f t e r t n a t they w i l l have j u s t 
about everything v;e have got. We'll only be g e t t i n g Casuals belor 
l o n g . I t ' s been wicked and s i s t e r , we have been working and I 
a i n ' t k i a d i n g . 

I received some p i c t u r e s from youx- iauunex- u n a t were tsken 
i n Patchogue, and you have a set, you p i g , so I don't have t o 
t e l l you how wonderful they are. Dot, you knew Joe was going to 
have to r e s t f o r a w h i l e . I wish you v/ould stop worrying. He 
has too strong a mind not to get a g r i p on h i s nerves again. 
I f e e l c e r t a i n i h a t he'^going to be a l l r i g h t . H e l l , can you 
imagine what you and I would be l i k e i f we went t h r u j u s t h a l f of 
?;hat he d i d . I t ' s going to take a l i t t l e time f o r him to get 
adjusted again and i t ' s only r i g h t t h a t you should understand 
t h a t . He wouldn't want you to f e e l down because of him and 
e s p e c i a l l y i f he knew t h a t he was going to be OK and I'm sure 
t h a t i s how he f e e l s . 

I've got to scram now, Dot, I'm hungry and I ' l l break your 


