
A p r i l 17, 19-.:4 

Dear Dot; 

Tile boss i s away on a f i f t e e n day l e a v e . "Glory be t o God." 
Been h a v i n g a l i t t l e t r o u b l e w i t n J u n i o r . We can't agree on 
what we s n o u l d develops i n t h e Dark Room. He i s spending h i s 
l e a v e i n Hollywood a t tne home o f I r a Gershwin. They have a 
w o n d e r f u l sv/i-riiaing p o o l I u n d e r s t a n d . You don't t h i n k he c o u l d 
drown do you? I HOPE]11 

B e f o r I go i n t o your nev/sy n o t e s on t h a t e x c l u s i v e s t a t i o n e r y , 
(Oh, S c n i l t z , such penchants you a,re h e v i n g ) I ' l l t e l l you about 
my weekend spent w i t h a g a l named Rej^'nolds. T h i s d r i p has r e d h a i r 
t o o . W e l l , we go t o f f e a r l y Saturday and went t o th e B u s s _ S t a t i o n 
and p i c k e d a town t o v i s i t - j u s t because we happened t o Jhgke i t s .name. 
We got i n t o F a l l R i v e r and n a t u r a l l y i t was r a i n i n g andVLooked h i g h 
and low f o r a H o t e l , ' / e l l , F a l l R i v e r used t o have a h o t e l b u t i t 
burned down a fev7 y e a r s ago but they d i d have a p l a c e wnere we c o u l d 
s t a y c a l l e d "THE WOMEN'S UNION" So I wanted t o scram r i g h t away b u t 
Reynolds j u s t had t o see i t . 

So v;e saw the Woraen's Union and a.11 the g i r l s who r e s i d e d 
t h e r e . Some k i d s anywhere f r o m s i x t y on up, (Age I'm t a l k i n g 
about) And they w o u l d have f e l t bad i f we had not s t a y e d and 
t h e y o f f e r e d us t i i e b e s t room i n the pla.ce. One l o o k a t the 
room and I laughed so h a r d I ha,.d t o s i t down on th e f l o o r . H e l l , 
no, t h e r e wasn't a c h a i r . We had a bed t h o . You s h o u l d have seen 
t h a t l i u t l e number. I t h i n k i t was salvag;ed from some P u r i t a n s 
bedroom. Brass, and so many h i g h p o s t s t h a t once you got i n bed 
you d i d n ' t kno?/ b u t what you were i n j a i l . We had a ?/indow t o o , 
A grea-t b i g one and i t l o o k e d r i g h t i n t o a chu r c h tov/er and i t 
had b e l l s t n a t r a n g every f i f t e e n m i n u t e s . Worse t h a n Wsaiington, 
Pa. I almost got cockeyed v-ratching those b e l l s coming and going 
e v e r y f i f t e e n m i n u t e s . So I d e c i d e d t h a t b e f o r I went s t i r crazy 
I v/ould have a b a t h . When I opened t r i e c l o s e t door t o get a t o w e l , 
I f o u n d a l l t h e r u l e s ana r e g u l a t i o n s . MC SMOKING IK THIS ROOm??? 
Were t h e y k i d a i n g ? NO FAIR WASnING CLOTHES IN THE BATHROCK. I 
c o u l d n ' t even f i n d i t u n t i l I had been l o s t f o r about a h a l f h o u r . 
I ?;ent passed t i i e door a couole times b u t I thought i t was a f i r e 
escape. PLEmEZ DON'T SLMImING THE DOORS. And I'm t h i n k i n g l o v i n g ­
l y o f my l i t t l e S c h i l t z . A l s o KEEP LIPSTICK OFF THE TO\?ELS and 
OUTSIDE DOOR WILL BE LOCKED AT 10:30. I guess you know t n a t we 
would have been b e t t e r o f f t o have s t a y e d i n t n e b a r r a c k s . 
We had a ducky t i m e v i s i t i n g a l l t h e o l d a n t i q u e shops i n town and 
g o i n g around w h i s p e r i n g t o each o t h e r . You were a f r a i d t o t a l k out 
l o u d f o r f e a r you would wake somebody up. Tne people i n F a l l R i v e r 
e i t n e r had t n a t New England r e s e r v e d manner I've h e a r d so much about, 
or e l s e somebody was p a y i n g them t o impersonate a l i v i n g corpse. 

Dot, wouldn't you know t h a t Ed would g e t s t a t i o n e d i n the 
Hawaiian I s l a n d s . You would t h i n k t h a t he c o u l d c u l t i v a t e some­
t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n a p h i l o s o p h i c a l p o i n t a viev? i n a p l a c e l i k e 
tna.t b u t w i t h a l i t i l e t i m e , who can t e l l ? Dot, l e t t e r s ere p r e t t y 
i m p o r t a n t w i t h t h e s e guys and doesn't i t make you f e f i l c-no -
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know you're d o i n g something t o w a r d t h e war e f f o r t . Keeping up 
t h e morale i s a neck o f a j o b and I ought t o know, but Gometinies 
a f e l l o w b egins t o see wnat l i e s b e h i n d those l i t t l e p i e c e s o f 
paper. I'm n o t t a l k i n g a,bout any m o t i v e , I mean the p e r s o n , 
i f you can t a k e i t . Dot, I ' l l t e l l you t h a t what you r e a l l y are never 
meets t h e eye. You wont l e t i t . Everybody l i k e s what t n e y see wnen 
they l o o k a t — Doroohy S h i e l d s but i t i s n o t t h e r e a l S h i e l d s t h a t 
t h e y get t o know. Fev people r e a l l y know you. tdi a t you keep h u r r i e d 
a l l y o u r e n o t i o n s and a f f e c u i o n i s something t h e w o r l d needs v e r y 
much ana i t i s a p i t y t h a t you share them w i t h so few, because t h e y 
are t h e r a r e k i n d and t h e y are t h e most b e a u t i f u l t h i n g about you. 
You s h o u l d w r i t e t o Ea. and f o r no o t n e r reason t n a n t o l e t him 
r e a l l y know you. You t o l d me once t h a t Ea knew you b e t t e r t h a n any 
person i n t h e w o r l a . No he doesn't end a l l your w r i t i n g may n o t 
amount t o a daxon but t h e r e w i l l be a guy ?/ho w i l l t h i n k of you 
and ?men he does he w i l l a t l e a s t he.ve txie r i g h t p i c t u r e . V/ith 
t h a t , he w i l l adiaire you as l o n g as he l i v e s . ( I t t o o k me about 
t w e n t y minutes t o say these few t h i n g s because I'm v e r y i n a r t i c u l a t e , , 
as you Know, and i t ' s h a r d t o say what I'm t h i n k i n g end have i t 
u n d e r s t o o d but I t r i e d t o t e l l you what a h e l l . o f a s w e l l guy you 
r e a l l y a r e . ) 

When I t o l d Deck aoout my week-end i n New York, he j u s t c o u l d ­
n ' t get over i t . Ke has a s i s t e r l i v i n g i n Patchogue. Her husband 
teaches s c h o o l t h e r e . Do you remember the n i g h t t h a t t h e f i v e o f 
us had a d r i n k i n t h e Union G r i l l ? I s a i d i h a t I would go t o a 
dance i f Deck came and he had t o teke h i s c l o t h e s uo i n e laundry? 
He made t h e mistake o f b r i n g i n g up the s u b j e c t a g a i n a l o n g w i t h 
tr i e f a c t t h a i ne l i k e s my v o i c e and ray b e a u t i f u l dark eyes. D i d 
I ever aave dark eyes? Wouldn't you t h i n k t h a t the l e a s t he c o u l d 
do wouxd be t o keep h i s woiaen s t r a i g h t . W e l l , I don't t h i n k Gramps 
i s g o i n g t o be t a l k i n g t o me once he g e t s my l a s t l e t t e r . Dot, he's 
l e a r n i n g t o Conga. With h i s b l o o d p r e a s u r e and Yiivh a WAC named 
Judy, haybe she's got dark eyes. I w i s h I had d t i r k eyes. Both 
my s i s t e r s have b e a . u t i f u l dairk eyes. I wonder i f t h a t ? / i l l h e l p 
a.ny. I wouldn't even mind p l a y i n g second f i d d l e t o h i s laundary. 
I know a guys l a u n d r y i s p r e t t y i m p o r t a n t . Clothes somecimes :;;ake 
a man. I w i s h I c o u l d make a man. 

Dot you b e t e a r c a l l Go1dens' romance number one. I ' l l take 
back seat f o r t h a t one any d8.y. And remember how vre w o r r i e d 

about her g o i n g t o AG. She Y/asn't v / e l l and we t h o u g h t i t v/ould 
be toOmuch o f a p h y s i c a l s t r a i n on h e r . W e l l , I t a k e my hat o f f 
t o h e r and send her many ?/ishes f o r h a p p i n e s s . 

You never know about these n i c e q u i e t p e o p l e . Take Frank. 
Oh, Dot I ceu't b e l i e v e i t . Can't you j u s t p i c t u r e t h e wedding, 
i f i t t a k e s p l a c e a t home. I t v/ixj_ t a k e montns t o get t h e house 
back t o normal a g a i n . Oh, your f a m i l y i s t r u l y w o n d e r f u l . I'm 
happy f o r you a l l . Stop p i c k i n g on Joe. For Fetes sake. A f t e r 
what he p u t i n over t h e r e I don't blame him l o r w a n t i n g t o spend 
every minute he can w i t h a p r e t t y g i r l . You know how he f e e l s 
about t h e f a j n i l y . He c o u l d n ' t l o v e them more t h a n he does sjid 
he's t h e k i n d t h a t a p p r e c i a t e s every t h i n g t h a t anyone ever d i d 
f o r i i i m . He's got good sense hnd when h e's ready t o t a k e r o o t 
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he w i l l ejici'not a G danmed minute b e f o r . And what i f he cioesn't? 
IThat' s t h e m a t t e r w i t h b e i n g t h e way he i s ? You kno.?/ darn w e l l t h a t 
i f he wasn't Joe people would n o t l o v e nim so much. 

Deck asked t o be remember uo you. S a i d he v/e.s s o r r y t h a t 
he d i d n o t get t o know us b e t t e r a t sc h o o l b u t a l t h o he o n l y 
spoke t o you a fev/ t i m e s he l i k e d y o u v e r y much. A h e l l o f a l o t . 
o f nerve t o say t h a t i n a l e t t e r t o me. VlhaX w i t h Judy and 
e v e r y t h i n g i t o n l y makes m a t t e r s worse. W e l l , i f I p i n e away i n 
an Upper Bunk I s h a l l n o t c a r e , no one w i l l c are, and when t h e 
t e a r s c l o u d my b e a u t i f u l dark eyes - Damnit I ?/ish I had dark eyes. 

So l o n g S h i e l d s i e , I ' m g o i n g home t o p i n e . 

Fortunes t r a m p l e d f l o v / e r 
o 


