
1 A p r i l 1944 

Dear Ars. Snieids; 

I was looAing forward t o having one evening f r e e I n i s 
past v;eek, so tha^ I nlgnb vjriue l o you and Doi, v/ell, I 
never gob back to bne bari'ecks u m l i long a f t e r l i g i i u s o ut, 
i-io wonder tney beiieve i n ^iii'ee day passes everj uonth on t h i s 
Post. A l l the personnel v^ouxa have nervous breakdowns i f they 
d i d nou go o f f f o r a resu cure ea.cn ..lonih, I t has been wicked 
and cioesn't look l i k e we are going to have a l e t up f o r a while 
y e t . 

You know, I have f e l t l i k e a nevi person a.ll week, iha'u' s 
'What my v i s i o to New York d i d f o r i;ie. I t was the f i r s t t h a t I 
had been away from t h i s Camp and i t gave tie a new outlook' on 
l i f e , I'm the k i n d of a person v/ho gets i n a r u t every once i n 
v/hlle and i t d i d me a l o t of good to get away from my vrork and 
the barracks f o r a fev/ days, rionestly, .:-rs. Shields, I have 
thought of nothing else but that v i s i t since I've been back. 
Dob t o l d :ue a lob aboub hor f a m i l y and I knew them as being 
p r e t t y wonderful people but i t wasn't u n t i l I met them t h a t 
I could appreciate whsvt she had been t a l k i n g about, Ronnie, 
Vee, and Betty — V/ell, I j u s t ].oved them and they made me 
f e e l l i k e I would l i k e to be an o l d f r i e n d of the f a i i i i l y so 
t h a t I could te/ke a s i s t e r l y i n t e r e s t i n everyi.hing they do. 
You anu tne Chief made me f e e l so \velcome and r i g h t at home 
and I t h i n k you both are tops. And th a t guy, Joe] 1 1 1 , ' 1 . ' ! I 
W0V7, You know, I wonder I f I'm r e a l l y a l i v e a f t e r meeting 
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him. He's one i n a m i l l i o n and ev e r y t h i n g th a t one would 
expect i r o i i i h i e let.,ers and how Dot and I would haunt each 
m a i l c a l l f o r a l e t t e r from him. I f I had not seem niia, I 
couldn't b e l i e v e t h a t he i s back here again and by the G-race 
of God, i n good h e a l t h . I'm anxious t o hear what P h i l thought 
of h i s mustach. I thought i t kinda cute even i f you d i d n ' t . 
I s he seeing a l l the movies he would l i k e ? I would l i k e to 
imve seen the r e c e p t i o n he got at B o i l s , P h i l i t a lucky g i r l . 
She b e t t e r be t r e a t i n g him r i g h t or I ' l l send our CmS WAC's 
down :n'ere to pamoer him, Ihe whole 150 of them, I've got 

wELLO 
then sold on Joe Shields, f e l l him I said^and "HAVE A V/ChDERFUL 
fi:.E JOE J »" Gosh, I'm g l a d you got i n touch w i t h Dot, I ' l l bet 
she and Joe had some good gab sessions, f h i s past year, I t h i n k 
she wanted a good long t a l k w i t h Joe more than enything I n the 
wo r l d , I guess you know t h a t she loves her f a m i l y as ;;iuch as 
ttnyone could but there i s an extr a s o f t spot i n her heajrt f o r Joe 

I got my bag, Lrs Shi e l d , and everything i n one piece. I 
can't tharJ: you enough. And f o r the wonderful week-end. I'ra 
more than g r a t e f u l to a l l the f a m i l y , and to Tuey, and the Troys, 
I t was p e r f e c t , every minute of i t , and I've thanked you, i n ray 
h e a r t , many many t i n e s since I've been bacit. And I keep seeing, 
"What wonderful people, the Shields," I hope t o see you again 
befor too l o n g . 

I'm w r i t i n g t h i s at the o f f i c e w i t h a m i l t l o n people coralng 
i n asking a l o t of s t u p i d questions and th a t t e l e p h o n e l l l I'm 
ready t o p u l l the D t h i n g r i g h t out. I've been taken out of-vJ^ 
Lab and devote a l l my time to keeping the o f f i c e and a l l the 
re p o r t s i n such a b e a u t i f u l mess that^even I don't unuerstand 
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what's going on around here. The boss puts h i s hat on and 
takes o f f f o r Boston (At a time l i k e t h i s ) v/hen t h i s day i s 
over I'm going over t o V/ard V I I I and ha.ve one of t h e i r inmates 
move over, 

I've got t o get on the baJ.1 ksxE or I ' l l be here B11 n i g h t . 
So long f o r now, Llrs. S hields, Loaids of love t o a l l . 

Very t r u l y yours 


