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1. M a i r z y B o a t s and Dozy B o a t s and L i d d l e Lamsy D i v e y . w h o ' s 
c ra zy? l am, h a v e n ' t y o u heard? I ' m a l s o a P h o t o Lab T e c h n i c i a n , T h a t 
s h o u l d make y o u a m o n k e y ' s t i n c l e . And t h e y a l s o have me g o i n g t o a n o t h e r 
s c h o o l . On l y t h i s t i m e , i t ' s a t n i g h t . T h r e e h o u r s , t h r e e n i g h t s 
a week. Why d o n ' t t h e y l e a v e me a lone? 1 d i d n ' t j o i n t h e A r n y t o g e t an 
E d u c a t i o n , 1 was happy h l n g s t u p i d because I was b o m t h a t way , I ' v e 
s u f f e r e d f r o m c h r o n i c s t u p i d i t y a l l my l i f e . I t n e v e r b o t h e r e d me. I was ­
n ' t so s t u p i d as n o t t o know 1 w a s x i s n s t u p i d . A n d , when one knows 
t h e y ' r e s t u p i d , t h e y can use t h e i r s t u p i d i t y t o t h e b e s t advan tage and 
r e a l l y become q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l a t i t . How w i l l 1 e v e r r e a c h t h e peak o f 
l i y success i f 1 have t o keep ray nose h u r r i e d i n AR 'S , I M ' S , C i r ' s , and 
b l a , b l a , b l a , 

2. When 1 h e a r d t h a t 1 was a s s i g n e d t o t h e P h o t o S i g n a l O f f i c e , 
1 r a n as f a s t as my two b i g f e e t c o u l d c a r r y me, a l l o v e r t h e w h o l e 
B Camp t r y i n g t o f i n d i t , 1 had a l i t t l e t r o u b l e a s , y o u see , i t had 
n o t come i n t o b e i n g y e t . However , t h e r e was a S i g n a l O f f i c e and t h e 
O f f i c e r i n c h a r g e t h e r e , t o l d me t o go two b l o c k s down, t u r n r i g h t , and 
t h e n l e f t , t h e n r i g h t a g a i n — W e l l , by t h i s t i m e , i t was t i m e f o r mess 
so 1 went o v e r t o t h e P .X , aj id had a h o t dog , 

3 . L a t e t h a t a f t e r n o o n , 1 f o u n d t h i s l i t t l e r u n down, o l d pop 
house , and made my way t h r u t h e mud ( I t r a i n s h e r e t o o ) i n t o t h e 
house f o r a m i l i t a i y e n t r a n c e . T h e r e u p o n , f a l l i n g o v e r c o a l b u c k e t s , 
f i e l d d e s k s , and equ ipment o f w h i c h I have n o t y e t l e a r n e d t h e name, 
axid f o u n d lay boas i n t h e b a t h r o o m s h a v i n g , L t . G o l d , s h o r t f o r G o l d ­
b e r g , known as*Freddie P a c k a r d o f S t a g e , s c r e e n , and r a d i o , novx h a v i n g 
h i s name changed on a l l G . I , r e c o r d s , t o r e a d , F r e d M. Packarg i ,2d L t , 
S i g 0 , , gave me a warm wealcome and e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h i n g s were a b i t 
d i s o r g a n i z e d ( a m a s t e r p i e c e o f unde r s t a t e m e n t ) due t o t h e f a c t t h a t 
t n e P h o t o Lab was i n i t ' s f i r s t s t age o f e x i s t a n c e on t h i s P o s t . The 
p e r s o n n e l was b e i n g a«3rwrt»d hand p i c k e d and olo ly t h e "CREAM OF THE /'% 
CROP" w o u l d be s e l e c t ed * . Excuse me, a i n ' t t h i s where 1 came i n ? ; 1 
Hxindreds o f m i l e s f r o m G e o r g i a , and t h e y ' r e s t i l l u s i n g t h e same song 
and d a n c e . T h a t l i n e mus t be SOP, 

4 . A few m i n u t e s l a t e r , we had a n o t h e r i n t e r v i e w , ( T h i s t i m e 
w i t h h i s s h i r t on) i n w h i c h 1 l e a r n e d t h a t he had gone t o A ,G , School^! < 
and f l u n k e d o u t and t h e r e f o r had a g r e a t d e a l o f sympathy f o r a r y o n e 
s t i l l i n e x i s t a n c e , a f t e r such an o r d e a l . I t o l d h i m I knew n o t h i n g . s 
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w h a t e v e r a b o u t p h o t o g r a p h y aud had no h a c k g r o u d f o r such x^ork, 
h a v i n g d i p p e d o n l y a c o u p l e X Rays i n , I d i d n ' t know w h a t , i n 
a d e n t a l o f f i c e , was a no good r e a s o n f o r t h i n k i n g t h e y c o u l d 
make a P h o t o g r a p h e r o u t o f me. So , due t o n y v a s t a b i l i t y , he 
s a y s , "Take o v e r , I d o n ' t c a r e how y o u do i t b u t make a P h o t o ­
g r a p h i c s t u d i o o u t o f t h i s d u m p . " I ' m t o r e c e i v e h e l p f r o m an 
e n l i s t e d man, he t o l d me; A P v t . F l e t c h e r , a l s o v e r y c a p a b l e . 
He r a n an e l e v a t o r o u t a t M e t r o Go ldwyn Maye r , m a k i n g h i m a n 
a u t h o r i t y on P h o t o g r a p h y . 

5, ' i e l l , I ' v e been on a m e r r y - g o - r o u n d e v e r s i n c e . C l e a n i n g , 
1 s u p e r v i s e d . 1 l i k e t o boss m y s e l f a r o u n d . Se t up an o f f i c e i n 
t h e l i v i n g room -which h a d t o be moved i n t o t h e k i t c h e n because we 
itacxs have no f r o n t s t e p s and everj'^one w i l l halre t o coiae i n t h e back 
d o o r , % f i l e has t o be Dewey D e c i m a l Sys tem because a l l c o r r e s p o n ­
dence , r e q u i s i t i o n s , e t c . , go o u t under f i l e numbers . B u t o l d man 
D e w ^ w o u l d n e v e r r e c o g n i z e w h a t I ' v e g o t s e t u p , fee had . some t r o u b l e 
w i t h r e q u i s i t i o n i n g o\ir s u p p l i e s t o o . fee c o u l d o n l y draw f o r s u p p l i e s 
r e q u i r e d f o r L a b o r a t o r y s e t XE^QtWnXEIXXJjaiU^ (My m a i l i s c e n s o r e d . ) 
b u t we have t o o p e r a t e on a much l a r g e r s c a l e , fee t r i e d e v e r y t h i n g 
and f i n a l l y t h e boss g o t f r a n t i c . Cut c h a n n e l s , s e n t a t e l e g ramK t o 
t h e C h e i f B r a s s H a t o f o u r a d t t t k o u t f i t , s a y i n g g i v e us whe t we need 
o r no Lab He c a u g h t h e l l b u t we g o t o u r s u p p l i e s . A l s o two L t C o l ­
o n e l s down h e r e t o i n s p e c t t h e p l a c e . The house was neve r b x i i l t f o r 
W C T f i m r t w I r f c H g x i t a t e x a i p i i F ^ ^ 
a P h o t o g r a p h i c L a b o r a t o r y , I t c o u l d nev e r he made i n t o one , saj 's t h e 
C o l o n e l s , W l ' l l be m o v i n g s h o r t l y . A f t e r a l l my v/ork. And , b e l i e v e 
me, w e ' v e been g o i n g day and n i g h t . The o f f i c e i s m i n e , I ' v e s p e n t 
h o u r s i n t h e d a r k r o o m and h a v e n ' t begun t o know t h e f i r s t t h i n g a b o u t 
d e v e l o p i n g ± and p r i n t i n g , fee a r e g e t t i n g a d d i t i o n a l h e l p vvh ich we 
need b a d l y , and t h a t means t h a t I ' l l have more t i m e a t my desk « i 4 To 
r u n t h e o f f i c e . ( T h a t ' s where t h e boss w a n t s me) I ' m n o t g e t t i n g 
t o o e n t h u s i a s t i c b u t i t has p o s s i b i l i t i e s , and i t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g , and 
i t ' s s ome th ing y o u can s i n k y o u r t e e t h i n t o , a n d , i f n o t p u l l e d o u t 
o f h e r e because I ' m n o t i n my p r o p e r j o b ; w e l l , who knows? 

6 , A S f a r as C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s i s c o n c e r n e d . I t can f o l d up shop 
arqr day now. I t d o e s n ' t w o r k . L ook wh a t happened t o me. a.s t h e t r o o f s 
a r e l o a d e d , and t h e Casua l s s t a n d b y , t h e y p i c k t h e f i r s t man, o r men 
as r e p l a c e m e n t s f o r t h e number m i s s i n g f r o m t h e s h i p m e n t . I t d o e s n ' t 
m a t t e r wha t b r a t h o f t h e s e r v i c e t h ^ have been t r a i n e d f o r . T h a t made 
me s i c k , 

7, T h i s s c h o o l I spoke o f , i s a c ourse i n B a s i c P h o t o g r a p h y . A 
s m a l l c l a s s t o any who a r e i n t e r e s t e d . O n l y 1 have t o go , 1 en j o y i t . 
A l s o , a n o t h e r i t e m t h a t keeps me on t h e r u n every m i n u t e , 1 r e p o r t 
t o t h e h o s p i t a l once a day f o r s team and m e n t h o l t r e a t m e n t s , I ' v e g o t 
a c h r o n i c s i n u s c o n d i t i o n . Y e s , t h e y even f o u n d a name f o r my 
s n i f f l e s , 1 '14 a l w a y s be t h e g a l v / i t h l y t h m i n h e r s n i f f l e s b u t t h e 
tempo has n o t been q u i t e so r a p i d s i n c e t h e y pushed e v e r y t h i n g b u t 
t h e k i t c h e n s i n k up my head , axid a f t e r ^ s a i d t r e a t m e n t s , 

ci. 



S a t u r d a y and Sunday C,<^, 
L a s t Sunday, i t was f l . P . 

OL, so y o u ' r e n o t t a l k i n g t o m e l l l l t 

S c h i l t z , ny l i d d l e honya , n^'- l i t t l e baby I ' m n e g l e c t i n g ; 

I ' m s o r r y . D o t , c r o s s ray h e a r t I h a v e n ' t had any t i m e . J u s t 
l i k e b e i n g i n Wash ing t on a g a i n . On l y t h i s t i m e . I t ' s work t h a t 
t t i k e s up eve ry m i n u t e Y o u ' v e g o t ^ a n d some y o u h a v e n ' t g o t . R e l a x , 
w i l l y a , Red head , remember y o u r b l o o d p r e s s u r e . 

B o t h y o u r l e t t e r s were l i k e a d rop o f w a t e r on a v e r y t h i r s t y 
t o n g u e . How maxiy t i m e s I ' v e w a n t e d t o t a l k t o y o u and t h o u g h t , " I f o n l y 
Dot were h e r e , " A l e t t e r w o u l d nave been a good s u b s t i t u t e buc t h e r e has 
n o t been t i m e f o r t h e k i n d o f l e t t e r I wan t ed t o w r i t e t o y o u , 

I ' m g l a d B r a d l e t y o u r e a d my l e t t e r t o h e r . A t l e a s t I w i l l 
n o t have t o e x p l a i n t h a t mess . B u t 1 hope she d i d n o t r e l e a s e i t 
f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . L i t t l e ashamed o f such b i t c h i n g . One s h o u l d n ' t 
w r i t e i n such moods, ho need f o r i t r e a l l y . I ' m p e r f e c t l y hap^ify 
h e r e and t n i n g s may t u r n o u t very w e l l , b e s i d e s what does i t m a t t e r 
wha t j o b I do , so l o n g as I ' m d o i n g s o m e t h i n g . We d i d n ' t come i n t o 
t h i s t h i n g f o r a c a r e e r and t h e o n l y t x i i n g t h a t m a t t e r s i s g e t t i n g 
i t o v e r v x i t h so t h a t xve can a l l go back t o c o n c e n t r a t i n g on b e i n g 
c i v i l i a n s a g a i n . J u s t c a l l n e , P o l l y a n n a . 

K i n d i s c r a z y abou t h e r j o b . She i s n ' t s u r e b u t she t h i n g s 
s h e ' s i n feM- S u p p l y Hdq . You see , she has been away on a t h r e e day 
p a s s . S a t . Sun . Mon . Tues . feed. T h r e e day p a s s l ' . l They work l i k e 
mad a r o u n d h e r e when a sh ipmen t i s i n and t h e n e v e i y o n e goes away f o r 
a r e s t c u r e , fehat abou t t h e Camp? I t i s n ' t p r e t t y . A l l b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h one e x c e p t i o n (mine ) a r e c ove r ed w i t h b l a c k t a r e p a p e r , f o r 
b l a c k o u t p u r p o s e s . Ho l a n d s c a p e . J u s t a spo t c l e a r e d o f woods and 
v e i y r u g g e d . You a r e a l w a y s g e t t i n g p l a c e s i n a peep , j e e p , o r some 
G . I , v e h i c l e . They s t o p a l o n g t h e r o a d and p i c k y o u u p . The WACs 
h e r e have made a name f o r t h a a s e l v e s as h a r d w o r k e r s and t h e y a r e 
w e l l l i k e d . The g i r l s a r e f i n e , 2̂ 1ot l i k e t h e o l d gang . B u t a l o t 
o f n i c e r x i d s . I t ' s a b i g company. 

The Camp g e t s y o u a f t e r a w h i l e . I guess t h i s i s as n e a r t o 
o v e r s eas d u t y as one can g e t w i t h o u t g e t t i n g on a b o a t . A l l j o b s 
h e r e , no m a t t e r how s i m p l e , a r e i m p o r t a n t . E v e r y t h i n g i n t n i s Camp 
i s s e c r e t . You know t h a t t h e r e i s a wa r g o i n g on every m i n u t e . 
Gad, D o t , when I see t h e t r o o p s m a r c h i n g i n such l a r g e mmibers , i t ' s 
h a r d t o make m y s e l f t h i i u c o f them as x j eop le . I t j u s t seems t o o avxful 
t h a t t h e y can b e , when y o u see them l o a d i n g , y o u w o u l d have a h e a r t 
o f s t o n e i f y o u c o u l d s t a n d by w i t h o u t a p r a y e r f o r i t t o end soon . 

I ' m k e e p i n g iny f i n g e r s c r o s s e d f o r y o u and F r a n k g e t t i n g t o g e t h e r . 
I know i t ' s g o i n g t o be an i m p o r t a n t r e u n i o n on w h i c h I d o n ' t want t o 
i n t r u d e , b u t i f t h e t r o o p s a r e h ' t i n , I w o u l d l i k e t o come down f o r 
a day and meet h i m and see y o u . I ' v e g o t t o see y o u . A l r e a d y , t h e r e 



i s so much t o say t h a t a l e t t e r c a n ' t c o v e r . Have y o u h e a r d f r o m 
Joe? I f n o t , 1 w i l l t e l l y o u , t h a t a l l t h e g i r l s who have f r i e n d s 
i n I t a l y , a r e c o n s t a n t l y t r y ^ i n g t o f i g u r e o u t why they h a v e ' n t h e a r d 
f r o m the m . No d o u b t , t h e y c a n ' t w r i t e . Maybe t h a t ' s vxhere J o e i s 
by now. H e ' l l be a l l r i g h t D o t . J u s t keep t h i n k i n g t n a t . 

T h a t was some l e t t e r ( feould y o u c a l l i t t h a t ? ) Ed s e n t . S t i l l 
w o u l d l i k e t o Know i f he t h i n i c s y o u ' r e a c r y p t o a n a l y s t . T h e r e i s 
no g r e a t e r p r o o f t h a n t h e l e t t e r s y o u s e n t me, t h a t any l e t t e r f r o m y o u , 
w o u l d s e r v e a s^mora l e b u i l d e r t o anyone . I t h i n k he need^you and y o u ' r e 
n e g l e c t i n g h i m . I t ' s a b o u t t i m e he s h o u l d need a new p a i r o f shoe l a c e s , 
what he r e a l l y needs i s a book on how t o w r i t e E n g l i s h , B u t h e ' s a 
sweet c u s s . P l e a s e keep w r i t i n g t o n i m , ( I c a n ' t r e s i s t t h i s ) I hope 
y o u r c o r r e s po nde nc e p r o c e eds and grows f o r t n e d u r a t i o n , and a f t e r t h a t , 
who knows? And none o f y o u r daran smar t c y n i c a l r o r aa rks , b a b e . May I 
send Deck h i s a d d r e s s and he m i g h t be a b l e t o cheer h i m up t o o , I may? 
T h a n k y o u . 

F o r g i v e me i f I ' m b r i n g i n g up a t o p i c y o u do n o t c a r e t o t a l k 
a b o u t , b u t I ' v e w a n t e d t o t e l l y o u many t i m e s , t h a t I Knew vjhat y o u 
were g o i n g t n r o u g h , w h i l e we were a t s c h o o l . I wan ted t o say o r do 
s ome th ing t h a t m i g h t h e l p i n soEie viay, I c o u l d n ' t . I ' l l n e v e r Knovx 
why b u t I t h o u g h t I c o u l d o n l y h e l p by s t a y i n g o u t o f j - o u r way a t t i m e s , 
I ' l l be hone s t and t e l l y o u , t n a t I t h o u g h t y o u were f e d - - u p t o y o u r 
neck w i t h me. I t made me m i s e r a b l e because ( and maj-be y o u can t e l l me) 
what I d i d , w h a t e v e r i t was , I ' m c e r t a i n l y s o r i y i f I added t o y^our 
u n h a p p i n e s s , i n some way . ^ ^^^^^ j_ ^^^^^ ^^^ve, b u t I d i d n ' t mean t o , 

and t h a t ' s a l l I w a n t e d t o say . 

I was a w f u l n y happy f o r t h o s e n i c e t h i n g s y o u s a i d abou t me i n 
y o ' i r l e t t e r . You d i s l i k e t h e w o r d sweet b u t t h a t i s e x a c t l y what 
y o u were b e i n g when y o u w r o t e i t . You t a l k a b o u t f i n e p e o p l e , when 
I meet one f i n e r t h a n y o u , s h e ' l l have a p a i r o f w i n g s , f l o a t i n g 
a r ound on a c l o u d . They d o n ' t come any f i n e r t h a n y o u , Dot. S h i e l d ^ , 
and I happen t o know, OK, I wont say any more , we can s t a r t sxvearing 
a t eacn o t h e r a g a i n . 

I c a n ' t end t h i s w i t h o u t a word a b o u t my bunk m a t e . Oh, and o u r 
new CO. The t i i i r d one we ' v e had s i n c e I ' v e been h e r e . L a s t n i g h t , 
g e t t i n g r eady f o r i n s p e c t i o n , e v e i y t h i n g on t h e r i g h t , w i l l now be on 
t h e l e f t YOU KlsOtf'.'. The b u l l e t i n b o a r d r e a d , q u o t e , " A l l Make-up w i l l 
be a r r a n g e d on l o w e r s h e l f o f x i ra l l l o c k e r i n e 'cholan o r d e r . Nov.-, I ' v e 
h e a r d e v e r y t h i n g . My bunk mate has been u s i n g h e r f o o t l o c k e r f o r a 
c l o t n s hamper, e ve r s i n c e I ' v e been h e r e , One keeps s o r t i n g t h e d i r t y 
c l o t h s f rora t h e c l e a n i n a l l h e r spa r e t i m e . She has n o t y e t d e c i d e d 
w h i c h i s w h i c h . She n e v e r knows i f she i s w a s n i n g c l e a n c l o t h s o r d i r t y 
ones . Y o u r e d u c a t i o n i s n o t c omp l e t e u n t i l y o u ' v e met t h i s c h a r a c t e r . 

T h i s w i l l be a l l f o r now. Nex t t i m e y o u w r i t e home d o n ' t f o r g e t 
t o send my l o v e . B e l i e v e me, D o t , I ' l l w r i t e every chance 1 g e t . 
Keep me p o s t e d on e v e r y t h i n g a t t h e Home Camp, I t ' s n o t such a bad 
p l a c e , I m i s s i t a t t i m e s . Buy h e l l o t o a l l t l i e k i d s f o r rr.e. 

Gad, i t ' s 2 : o ' c l o c k . 
G o o d n i g h t sweets 
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