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October 21, 1943 

Dear Frank, 
Now Ĥw: how am I going t o s t a r t t h i s l e t t e r . I 

should ^g/B^ a p o l o g i i e f o r t h i s i a t e answering, you know. 
Really, Frank, each time I w r i t e a l e t t e r , i t seems I have 
to make an excuse f o r not w r i t i n g sooner, - not t h a t the 
person demands an excuse, but my conscience i n s i s t s t h a t 
I male one. Each time, no matter what the reason, I say -
and t r u l y b e l i e v e - t h a t I w i l l do b e t t e r . Somehoxf, I t never 
seems t o vrork out t h a t way. Maybe I ' l l be extra,-special 
prompt f o r a l e t t e r or two and then - I don't knov/ - I j u s t 
don't get around t o i t f o r a month or so. The r e a l t r u t h 
of the matter jam. i s t h a t I have no excuses. That's why I 
t r y so hard t o make one, I guess. Oh, w e i l , Frank, you 
understand, I guess everybody has the same t r o u b l e . 

That was q u i t e a s t o r y about t h a t crap game you 
related, i n your l a s t l e t t e r . Keep on coming out a d o l l a r 
ahead i n each game and y o u ' l l come home a r i c h man. That 
Sgt. McCall must be q u i t e a character. I t seems you have 
something d i f f e r e n t to t e l l about him i n each l e t t e r -
A r e a u l t of being Brooklyn bred, no doubt. 

So you t h i n k a l l I need i s a l i t t l e l o v i n ' , eh 
Frank. I wish I could think: the same v.ray, >iiW i l n g i f f i i i i i i i w ifriili^ 

AiwtAMtAi but I'm a f r a i d any o l ' l o v i n ' won't do me a b i t 
of good. You know, as f a r as g e t t i n g nice f e l l o w s f o r dates 
I've been p r e t t y lucky. The only t r o u b l e i s I never seem 
to be able t o get p a l p i t a t i o n s over any of them. Maybe 
a f t e r I go out vri t h them once or twice I begin t o t h i n k 
i t might be "him", but thea very s h o r t l y I'm d i s i l l u s i o n e d , 
and begin t o get bored. OH w e l l . Old Maids run i n my f a m i l y , 
and w i t h only eiie out of every seven gals going t o get her 
man a f t e r the war, what chance have I? 

Did I t e l l you I j o i n e d the U.S.O. (N.C.C.S.) on 
Shore Road, r i g h t near your house. Gee, i t s svrell. Every­
body seems t o t h i n k i t s the best canteen going. When th a t 
Hamm. f u r l o u g h of yours comes along, maybe I could drag you 
over on a Friday n i g h t , eh? 

The f i r s t n i g h t I was there, as luck would have 
i t , y o u ^ l l never guess who I ran i n t o a f t e r not seeing him 
f o r about f o u r months - Vince. Gee, everything happens to 
me I Here I am n-^t f i v e minutes i n s i d e the place - not 
knowing a soul - and i n walks my long l o s t f r i e n d . Needless 
to say he nearly colapsed \-:hen he saw me, WKt We had a uery 
nice t a l k , but gave no encouragement to renev the f r i e n d ­
ship. You knox-/ what they say about the sleeping dog. 

Anyway, the next x^eek I went(51 met a very nice 
S o l d i e r - honest a r e a l d M M i t a s Sol d i e r not a s a i l o r - and 
I have seen him about s i x or seven times now. He i s r e a l l y 
a very nice f e l l o w , a good Catholic, 25 years o l d , s i x f e e t 
tws, r a t h e r i n t e l l i g e n t , and very nice l o o k i n g . Of course. 



as you can t e l l from the above, i t s nothing serious on my 
p a r t , but i t i s a guarantee of an occasional date. Oh yes, 
he i s from Wilmington, Delaware, and x̂ r̂as a draftsman f o r 
Dupont before the war. At any r a t e , I have had a l o t of 
fun w i t h him, but he expects t o be shipping any minute now, 
so I guess I ' l l have to s t a r t hunfling again. Know anybody 
e l i g i b l e ? ? 

You might be i n t e r e s t e d - i f you have not already 
been t o l d the gory d e t a i l s by one of my amgtSmgKx colleagues -
i n hearing about our most recent e x p l o i t . 

I t h i n k I t o l d you a l l about our i n t e r e s t i n the 
Nurses Cadet Corps, didn't I . V/ell, we found out t h a t a 
b a s k e t b a l l chum from St. Francis xvas t r a i n i n g i n Kings County 
and I g ^ i n touch x-^ith her. We arranged to v i s i t herx l a s t 
Saturday a f t e r work, and needless t o say we were a l l very 
anxious t o see the place. 

Well, Frank, we x-/ere escourted around a l l of the 
Nurses' quarters and classrooms, a l l of whichxvas very nice 
^nd cosy, '-̂ hen we decided we wanted t o see some p a t i e n t s 
but we X'ijere not allowed to go i n t o the h o s p i t a b l e but 
she said t h a t she could take us someplace j u s t as good -
the morgue. Yesk, Frank, Fel, Peg and myself spent l a s t 
Saturday v i s i t i n g the Kings County Morgue. We went i n t o 
the place which x̂ as a l l l i n e d x f i t h what looked l i k e f i l e s 
to me, and turned out t o be x/here the bodies x»;ere kept 
on i c e . A funn^ l i t t l e man - j u s t l i k e you see i n the 
morgues i n the movies - came out and asked us what vie xfanted, 
and nearly collapsed when v/e asked t o see a body. At j u s t 
t h a t moment a f u n e r a l car (hearse) drove up and the under-

-ta-Ji-^erB' name x̂ âs Austin W. Moran and xfhen I said my name was 
also Moran they said x-je could see anything i n the place. 

F i r s t of a l l x̂ e were asked i f we would l i k e t o 
see an embalming and of course we - a l l but the Nurse -
gave an enthuskAstic "Yes". We were then lead down t h i s 
long h a l l l i n e d w i t h the " f i l e cabnfets" to a door upon 
vmich tipx funny man knocked. Another man came to the door 
and upon being t o l d what we x-zanted s t i c k s an arm out from 
behind the door and says "Shake". Being a very f r i e n d l y 
person I s t a r t e d to clasp the hand when 1 looked at i t and 
l e t out a scream. I t x̂ as a s o r t of blue-gray color and i k 
I j u s t knew i t was dead. The man behind the door, however, 
i n s i s t e d t h a t i t was h i s and began cleaning the f i n g e r n a i l s 
of the d i s c o l o r e d hand x-jith h i s other hand. F i n a l l y , he 
opened the door and showed us the e n t i r e arm which turned 
out to be o f f the man they xirere embalming xfho had been h i t 
by a sub-way t r a i n and immediately k i l l e d . We were then i-bsue-
i n t o t h i s snsi small roon where the body l a y and very calmly 
X'lTa.tched a man x-jashing the body. There were two other bodiies 
i n the room X'xaiting t h e i r t u r n but needless to say, we f e l t 
the urge t o leave before they got xk t o them. 

•rteally, there was a xirhole l o t more s t u f f t h a t we 
saw, but I t 
doses. Surp 
except, of course, none of us f e l t the urge t o eat any'supper. 

t h i n k maybe we had b e t t e r give i t to you i n small 
p r i s i n g l y enough i t had l i t t l e e f f e c t on us. 
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Anyhoo, by the tl f l i e we f i n i s h e d xirith the morgue 
and heard about hll the d i r t y work l i k e delousing d i r t y 
p a t i e n t s and such and m saw the dead people, we were a 
l i t t l e discouraged. I i n t e n d t o t r y t o get over t o see 
St. Vincent's Hospital some time soon, but I do t h i n k t h a t 
F e l , and Peg are about decided agai^jst i t . 

That' s the way t h i n g s have been going i s x^ith us 
l a t e l y , one weeks we go t o see .Joan enter the convent, a 
few weeks l a t e r we go t o the morgue, and yesterday I get 
a l e t t e r from a nun at St. Francis who xiranted me t o become 
a nun, askicng th a t I come to v i s i t her. Such a l i f e ! 
Maybe I ' l l take the easy way out and j o i n the convent. Woy, 
what I coukdn't do t o a p e r f e c t l y good conventi 

Well, Frank, I guess I ' l l sign o f f now, we are 
l o o k i n g forx'/ard t o seeing you r e a l soon. That tarm of yours 
ought t o be over s h o r t l y , shouldn't i t ? 

Oh, yes, I knew t h a t there was something I xmnted 
to t e l l you. Frank, don't ever worry about what you say t o 
one of us - I mean about i t s e f f e c t on the others. Really, 
were not alx-rays at one anothers t h r o a t s - or yours e i t h e r . 
We l i k e t o hear from you guys and know what's going on where 
you are. That's the only reason we read one anothers l e t t e r s . 
Why, our l e t t e r s are always c o n t r a d i c t i n g one another's. 
We exaggerate at tidies, elaborate most of the time, and 
s p r i n k l e a l i t t l e b u l l here and there f o r e f f e c t . Really, 
I t h i n k i t i s only human to do t h a t , and I don't t h i n k any 
of us w i l l get e x c i t e d at any l i t t l e t h i n g you happen t o 
put i n t o one of our l e t t e r s . By the x-iray, even i f the mail 
i s i s slox'/er, I t h i n k t h i s new way of answering i s much 
b e t t e r . Even i f you j u s t made three copies of each l e t t e r 
E there i s something e l e v a t i n g about g e t t i n g your own mail 
at your own address. 

I'raia c l o s i n g again, and wishing you a l l the luck 
i n your exams which must be coming up r e a l soon or are j u s t 
over - n a t u r a l l y i k a prayers come w i t h the wish. 



E. Moran 
1643 E. 37 St. 
Brooklyn, N.I. 

PFC. Francis J. Shields 
Sec. 7 B t r y C, 1545 S.U. 

150 L i t t l e t o n Street 
c/o. Gary H a l l PO-T 

West Laf a y e t t e , Indiana 
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