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L O O K I N G UP F A M O U S UNIONTOWN H I L L , ON NAT IONAL HIGHWAY, E A S T O F U N IONTOWN, PA. 
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SCENIC and HISTORIC MAIN STREET of AMERICA 

S INE miles east of U n i o n t o w n is Great M eadows , the site of the BATTLE 
OF FORT NECESSITY, just to the south of the h i g h w a y . This w a s 
George Washington 's f irst batt le a n d w a s fought July 3rd, 1754, The 
French commander, M . Coulon de Vi l l i e rs , w i t h a force of French a n d 

Indians that outnumbered Washington 's V i r g i n i a a n d South Carol ina troops 
three to one, stormed the fort for nine hours . A t n i g h t f a l l de V i l l i e r s t wic e 
asked for a p a r l e y w h i c h w a s first refused a n d then grcmted, Washington 's 
supplies b e i n g exhausted a n d his p o w d e r r u i n e d b y r a i n . Terms of capi tula
t ion were s igned a n d on the m o r n i n g of July 4th, he marc h ed out of the fort 
w i t h a l l the honors of w a r , drums beat ing a n d f lags f l y i n g . He re turned to 
W i l l s Creek a n d on August 10th, w a s g i v e n a vote of thanks b y the V i r g i n i a 
House of Burgesses. The results of this batt le w e r e greater than that of a n y 
other ever fought w i t h i n the confines of the A m e r i c a n Continent. I t s tarted 
the French a n d I n d i a n W a r i n A m e r i c a a n d the Seven Years W a r i n Europe. 
Vol ta i re sa id , " A cannon shot f i r e d i n the woods of A m e r i c a set a l l Europe 
i n a b laze . " It affected three continents a n d set the stream of h is tory i n a 
n e w course. Not o n l y the Colonies but France, E n g l a n d , Prussia, Russia, 
A u s t r i a , Sweden a n d other Continental p owers w e r e i n v o l v e d . I t made 
Frederick, K i n g of Prussia, "Freder ick the Great , " a n d w h e n Lord Cl ive h a d 
d r i v e n the French f r o m I n d i a a n d Wol f e h a d w o n his v i c t o r y at Quebec, 
England became the great colonizing p o w e r of the w o r l d . It w o n the t e r r i t o r y 
west of the Al leghenies f rom the French a n d the taxes imposed on the Colo
nies to p a y for this w a r l e d to the A m e r i c a n Revolut ion. Histor ians h ave 
pointed to this batt le as " the first b l o w for A m e r i c a n Independence" a n d 
have ca l l ed this spot " t h e Fountain Head of A m e r i c a n Independence." 
T r u m b a l sa id : " N o t since the d a y s of Leonidas a n d h i s three h u n d r e d death
less Spartans has the sun looked d o w n on such a s i g h t . " W a s h i n g t o n ac
q u i r e d this proper ty i n 1767 a n d h e l d it to the t ime of his death . Congress 
has voted to erect a monument here a n d the States of V i r g i n i a a n d South 
Carol ina w i l l erect tablets w h i l e the State of Pennsylvania w i l l j o i n i n m a k 
i n g this a State a n d N a t i o n a l Shrine. 

One mi le west of Fort Necessity on the n o r t h side of the r o a d is THE 
GRAVE OF GENERAL EDWARD BRADDOCK, w h o d ied a n d w a s b u r i e d at 
this spot, July 14th, 1755, f ive days after his defeat at the Battle of Monon-
gahela . Colonel George Washington read the f u n e r a l service b y the l i g h t of 
p ine torches, the c h a p l a i n be ing w o u n d e d . A n appropr ia te monument m a r k s 
this spot. M a n y prominent of f ic ia ls i n c l u d i n g a delegat ion of the Coldstream 
Guards w e r e present at i ts dedicat ion . 

Four miles west of Braddock's Grave is THE SUMMIT HOUSE on L a u r e l 
Ridge, 2418 feet, w h e r e m a n y famous men. Presidents, Generals a n d States
men of our o w n time have been guests. Direc t ly nor th of the Summit is 
W a s h i n g t o n Springs and the site of Washington 's sk i rmish w i t h Jumonvi l le , 
M a y 28th, 1754. 

U N I O N T O W N is f ive miles west of the Summit. This c i t y w a s founded i n 
1776 b y Henry Beeson a n d w a s o r i g i n a l l y k n o w n as Beesontown. Beeson's 
block house w a s b u i l t i n 1774 a n d stood just back of the present court house. 
As other settlements g r e w a n d w e r e jo ined to Beesontown, the name Union-
t o w n w a s adopted. M a n y of the e a r l y settlers w e r e i n the Revolut ionary 
W a r j o i n i n g Washington 's A r m y at Boston a n d t a k i n g par t i n the N e w Jersey 
campaign and the batt le of Trenton. On October 31st, 1794, General Danie l 
M o r g a n a n d his a r m y reached U n i o n t o w n to put d o w n the W h i s k e y Rebell ion. 
Alexander Hami l ton a n d General Light Horse H a r r y Lee w e r e here also a n d 
made their headquarters i n a smal l frame b u i l d i n g located where the Court 
House n o w stands. F i n d i n g condit ions sat isfactory, they left November 4th, 
for Washington County. U n i o n t o w n w a s one of the most important points on 
the N a t i o n a l H i g h w a y i n the e a r l y days as it is at the present t ime. A m o n g 
its outs tanding vis i tors has been George W a s h i n g t o n w h o came here i n 1784 
w h i l e l o o k i n g over his Western hold ings . Beside the Great M e a d o w s Farm 
w h e r e Fort Necessity w a s located, he also o w n e d a m i l l at Perryopol is , a f e w 
miles n o r t h of U n i o n t o w n , w h i c h is s t i l l s t an din g tho i n a b a d state of decay. 
He stopped at an Inn located w h e r e the Fayette Tit le a n d Trust B u i l d i n g n o w 
stands. Other important visi tors h ave been Lafayette , James Monroe, John 
Quincy A d a m s , A n d r e w Jackson, John C. C a lh oun , H e n r y C l a y , James C. 
Fremont, James K. Polk, General W i l l i a m H e n r y H a r r i s o n , General Sam 
Houston, General W i n f i e l d Scott, General Zachary Taylor , A b r a h a m Lincoln , 
D a v y Crockett, Chief B l a c k h a w k an d Santa A n n a . A l b e r t G a l l a t i n , Secretary 
of the Treasury under Thomas Jefferson, h a d his home "Fr ien dsh ip H i l l , " 
w h i c h is i n excellent preservat ion a n d one of the beauty spots of this section, 
ten miles south of U n i o n t o w n . He w a s a frequent v is i tor a n d took p a r t i n 
m a n y of the act ivi t ies of this c i ty . 

M I N S K Y B R O S . B C O . , P U B L I S H I N G D I V I S I O N , P I T T S B U R G H , P A . 

G E N U I N E C U R T E I C H - C H I C A G O " C . T . A R T - C O L O R T O N E " P R O D U C T I O N ( R E G . U. S . P A T . O F F . ) 



SUMMIT H O T E L ON N A T I O N A L HIGHWAY U. S . 4 0 , E A S T O F UNIONTOWN, PA. 

POINT LOOKOUT ON FAMOUS UNIONTOWN H I L L ON U. S . 4 0 





I C A N ' T B E A R TO L E A V E N A T I O N A L HIGHWAY U. S . 4 0 

H O R S E S H O E C U R V E ON M O N O N G A H E L A R I V E R NEAR B R O W N S V I L L E , C A L I F O R N I A AND C H A R L E R O I 



L O O K I N G TOWARDS UNIONTOWN, PA. FROM POINT L O O K O U T 

SUMMIT H O T E L , CABANA B E A C H AND POOL, ON U. S . 4 0 , EAST OF UNIONTOWN, PA. 



Scene on 'T^ational SHighway U. S- 40, 
Showing Qeneral 'braddock's "Somb, 

fiojt of UniontoXvn, fa. 


