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By Damon Runyan - INS W r i t e r 

The slow response of our l a d i e s t o the c a l l f o r r e c r u i t s 
f o r the WAGS and other women's service corps, convinces me t h a t we 
must d r a f t the v/pmen the same as we do the men. 

Lmight consider the d i l a t o r i e s o f the f a i r sex i n t h i s matter 
a r e f l e c t i o n upon the p a t r i o t i s m o f the toerican women, d i d I not 
remember t h a t when we t r i e d t o r a i s e Armies of men i n a s i m i l a r 
m^onar, we had very l i t t l e success. 

I t used t o be the custom of the President t o c a l l f o r 
volunteers i n time o f war, and our p a t r i o t s were supposed t o rush 
t o the c o l o r s i n herds. They were supposed t o be so eager f o r b a t t l e s 
as t o knock one another down t r y i n g t o get t o the r e c r u i t i n g sergeant 
f i r s t . But what r e a l l y happened was t h a t the knocking down came of 
e f f o r t s t o get awny from the r e c r u i t i n g sergeants. 

D r a f t Needed Before 

We managed to r a i s e armies o f volunteers i n our smaller wars, 
but even then, vre never had enough. The North had t o employ the d r a f t 
i n the C i v i l War and i t caused r i o t s of p r o t e s t s . When World War I 
came along and w"e were r a i s i n g an Army of m i l l i o n s , not the usual few 
hundreds of thousands, the d r a f t had t o be put i n t o operation at 
once, as experience has taught us t h a t the volunteers would only 
t r i c k l e i n when we needed a f l o o d . 

The inadequacy o f the volunteer system was not a matter of l a c k 
o f f i g h t i n g s p i r i t . I r r e s o l u t i o n , Business cares, f a m i l y r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t i e s end a. thousand and one other reasons kept men from responding 
promptly t o the c a l l s though probably, a l l intended going when i t 
was convenient t o them. The d r a f t l e f t them no choice. I t may have 
i t ' s i n j u s t i c e s , but i t i s obviously the only sure method of r a i s i n g 
Armies speedily. 

There were many volunteers i n World War I as there are i n t h i s 
one, and i n other v/ars they i n c l i n e d t o believe themselves as 
somehow superior t o the d a f t e d man, a f e e l i n g t h a t soon h a p p i l y 
vanished and has not been rev/^ived i n World War I I ; the necessity 
f o r b i g service corps o f wfomen was not recognized i n World War I , 
and i n f a c t , was an a f t e r t h o u g h t i n the present war, so np p r o v i s i o n 
was ever made f o r r a i s i n g these corps sooner than w i t h volunteers. 

I t h i n k the great c r y i n g need fob the d r a f t o f women f o r the 
WAGS and V/AVES and other corps, aside from g i v i n g them the numerical 
s o l i d s t r e n g t h r e q u i r e d , i s t h a t i t would impress upon a l l women -
because i t w^ould reach them a l l - and upon the people g e n e r a l l y the 
seriausness and d i g n i t y and p a t r i o t i c purpose og the various corps 
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i n uniform and impeded the r e c r u i t i n g e f f o r t . 

TOO IMNY WOMEN IDLE 

Too many i d l e dames between the ages of Si and 44 are 
s i t i i n g around c o c k t a i l bars o v e r s t u f f i n g themselves i n r e s t a u r a n t s , 
and running t o the race toacks and the thea t e r s and other places 
o f amusements, o|p spending long hours i n the hands of h a i r dressers 
and masseuses, and at the same time, making wise creicks and lewd 
i n s i n u a t i o n s about the women who are t r y i n g t o be o f service t o 
t h e i r country. 


