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Dear J^verybody: 

T h i s i s t o be an apoenda*z;e t o my I n d i v i d u a l l e t t e r s 
t o each o f you. And I hore you '11 f o r g i v e t h e du • 
n l i c e t e ... b u t C h r i s t m a s here was so c o m p l e t e l y o u t 
o f t h i s w o r l d t h a t I muat share i t w i t h you, I have 
some m i s g i v i n g a about t e a s i n g those o f iiau who are e v e r -
sees w i t h i t , b u t I know you're fell b i g enough t o under -
stand my reasons and t o ap r e c i a t e what some o f our 
o f f i c e r ' s and r e d r e r e a l ' y e r e . 

To b e g i n w i t , some o f you know t h a t 1 had been I n v i t e d t o 
town f o r t h e h o l i d a y werk end v . i t h D o t t i e h e l d end a few 
more k i d s . But I i n s i s t e d t h a t I v/anted t o sec t h e season t h o 
a t camp. However, a t t h e l a s t m i n u t e I d i s c o v e r e d t h e r e V̂ AS 
t o be a M i d n i t Mass out a t B r n i n e r d , about 17 m i l e s fr^om 
here and I f e l t t h a t would be more l i k e g o i n g t o Ma-̂ -s a t home. 
So I managed t o g e t me a s i x u t l e -̂ oom a t t h e Bead Bouse 
end went i n t h e r e about 7PM Xnas 5,ve. Of course I scent 
t h e e v e n i n g w i t h t h e k i d s who had two double a d j o i n i n g ro ms 
and who t r i e d t o make t h i n g s es homey as could be. They 
had e s m e l l t r e ^ w'hich t h e y set up on t h e ^vhone f ^ b l e and 
c o m p l e t e l y d e c o r a t e d w i t l i hand made f a i n g a m a j i g s . They had t h e 
V e n e t l r n b l i n d s d e c o r a t e d , end on one window s i l l bed set 
U'̂  some h o l l y , a l a r g e Xmas candle and P l i t t l e c h o i r - b o y 
candles which t h e y burned a l ! evening. They had brought i n 
e l l t h e i r g i f t s f o m home and i n a d d i t i o n had wrapped j u s t 
oceans o f l i t t l e packages f o r each o t h e r and me ... a l l g i f t s 
baaed on o u r p e r s o n a l i t i e s , oet peeves, f o i b l e s , e t c . D o t t i e 
i n - i s t e d i t v;"s her n a r t y so bought a l l t h e " v . h e r - w i t h - e l l " 
and I i n d u l g e d i n two rum cokes b e f o r e 10 PM rnd f a r t i n g 
t i m e f - r - l v e d . At 11 o f f t o a cu*e l i t t l e c o u n t r y c h u r c h 
b u t a l a s and '^laek, i t was o corov/ded we had t o stand uo. 
But i t was a solemn h i g h Mass w i t h t h r e e -^-^lests on t h e 
a l t a r , m y r i a d s o f l i t t l e w h i t e c l a d a l t a r boys, and t h e 
n i c e s t c h o i r so t h e s t a n d i n g was w e l l wo-^th i t . Vi/hen ŵ e g o t 
home ve were dog t i r e d , i t was 2 AM. And so t o bed. Pe -
f o r e I went up I s t o •? ed a t the desk and c l o c e d c c a l l t o 
be put t h r o u g h t o Joe a t 7 t h e next mo:'nlng. I n c i d e n t a l l y 
i t s tayed "th^^oui'Th" a l l t h e next day but neve- r e a c h e d -lim, 
f o - which I was t r u l y so*' y. At 9 Ai/1 Xmas rno-^nlnt^ D o t t y c^>l ed 
me and I went down and j o i n e d them f o r b r e a k f a s t i n t h e i r T^ocm. 
DU^IXIP: cof^'ee we t o k t u r n s opening g i f t s f-^on t h e s t o c k i n g s 
and t h e n f -om under t h e t - e e . T h i s t o o k a b s o l u t e l y e l l 
morning. I had oiftmied on g o i n g back o t h e oast f o r d i n n e r 
so i n s i s t e d on d r a g g i n g m y s e l f sway a t noon ... f o r I can't 
t h i n k o f a n y t h i n g c o l d e r t h e n Christmps d i n n e r i n some h o t e l 
room o r reatauTf n t . s.nd I WHS SO g l a d I went 

When I got back to t h e b^-r acks t h e r e was a l o n g f i l l e d 



s t o c k i n g on my bed r n d everybody f l o c k e d rrounG t o w^-tcli ne 
DC en i t and t o t e l l ne a l l a bout t h e o r e v l o u s evening " a t home". 
Everyone was I n bed a t l e a s t by m i d n i t e and f e l t a s i f t h e y 
had j u s t dozed o f f when on went t h e l i g h t s rnd eve-yone was 
av/ekened by t h e j i n g l e j i n g l e o f Imas b e l l s rnd sounds o f "Merry" 
ChristmvOS"^ I t was 4 AM and t h e r e were ou-' CO, Caot Chick and 
her e x e c u t i v e o f Ice^* t o g i v e out w i t h t h e s t o c k i n g s . The n o i s j 
v e n t on and on w h i l e the Of f l e e v i s i t e d rnd t h e k i d s ocened, 
t h e i r g i f t s . Each s t o c k i n g had c o a l , f r u i t , n u t s , candy, •^eU'^il, 
Kleenex, some female unmentionables, a home wave-set giisen o n l y 
t o t i i o s e w l t n c u r l y h a i r , sewing c o t t o n , soap, AND a l a d l e s ' r e d 
l e a t h e r w a l l e t . To add t o t h e w r m t h n f t h e whole t n i n g , t h e y 
t e l l me t h a t much o f t h e s t u f f * was donated by merchants i n town. 

The k i d s had j u s t about g o t 'en br ̂ k o s l e o r so i t se med, 
when a t SAM t h e y we-̂ e awakened f o r BlEAKFAcST IN BID ... c o f f e e 
hot buns, end t e n g e ^ l n e s . YES, t h e r e i s r. Santa Claus, e t l e a s t 
i n 444S SOU. S h o r t l y a f t e r , c>gt. Thom-osnn, a cook from O f f i c e r ' s 
Mess vhio l i v e s i n o u r b a r r a c k s , I v o k e o u t some EGG NOG which she 
had made j u s t f o ^ t h e o e e r s l o n . A l l o f which b r i n g s us uo t o 
j u s t about t h e p o i n t vhie-^e I cr-^ivec home fo"* d i n n e r . 

V\ had watched t h e mess h a i l d e c o r a t i o n s grow a l l week but we-̂ e 
c n m o l e t e l y unarepered f o r t h e s u ^ r ) r i s e which was t o g^eet us a t 
d i n n e " when we saw t h e f I n i d h e d p r o d u c t . To be g i n w i t h eve.-̂ y 
window i n t h e r l e c e was decorated i n wato''̂ ' c o l o r s , wdth t h e 
v a r i o u s v/indows d e p l e t i n g t h e V*ise Men, t h e I n f a n t , shepherds, 
V i m g i n , Angels e t c . The h r l s t m a s t r e e was .^e a l l y w o n d e r f u l 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e r e i s no such t h i n g as "boughten" d e c o r a t i o n s ; ; 
t h e y made l o n g ast.^'ings o f o r e t z e l s end ooDcorn which hung from 
branch to branch; l i t t l e f i g u r e s made o f cnushed c o l o r e d rar-^er; 
peanuts and w a l n u t s c o l o r e d and hung on t h e branches; and j u s t 
hundreds o f l i t t l e sweet c o o k i e s , a l l d i f f e : ^ e i i t shapes, each, i n -
d i v i d u e l - l y d e c o r a t e d and each c o n t a i n i n g t h e heme o f one o f t h e 
g e l s I n t h e detachment. I f o r g o t t o mention t h a t t le e n t i r e t r e e 
bed o r i g i n a l l y been b--ushed o r enrayed w i t h w h i t e o a i n t and t h e 
whole t h i n g was a b s o l u t e l y i v o n d e r f u i . Y i e l l , v/e had seen a l l o f 
these d e c o r a t i o n s i n process; but t h e resu.Lts we-̂ ê r e p . l l y sur -
o r i s i n g when we walked i n t o t h e mesa h c l e s n e c l a l l y i f you t r y t o 
v i s u a l i z e t h i s set-uo: : t h e t a b l e s which rr^^e o d i n e r i l y l i n e d up 
i n two s e c t i o n s e l l t h e way f r o m beck t o f r o n t w i t h an e i s l e i n 
between, hed bean t u r n e d around and formed i n t o j u d t 3 l o n g rows 
whlcn seated about 50 each, and extended, l e n g t h w i s e , from t h e 
k i t c h e n t o t h e back d o r r . \>e had o u r hund-'y t a b l e c l o t h s f e s t o o n e d 
w i t h h o l l y l e a v e s ; about every t e n fc^ t -̂"̂  so the'^e were Xmas 
candles b u r n i n g i n l i t t l e home-made s i l v e r hoiders(wor)den b l o c k s 
o e i n t e d by t h e coo k s ) ; i n between these were l i t t l e w ^ - t e r - f i l e d 
SOUP d i s h e s c o n t a i n i n g f o u r oc f i v e b u r n i n g candles j u s t about 
an i n ^ h h i g h . Conslder-lng t h a t v;e used no e l e t r i c l i g h t i n g and 
t h a t t h e p a i n t e d vvlndows l e t i n l i t t l e l i g h t you can imagine t h a t 
B1 t h e oendles shed a l o v e l y s o f t glow ove^^ t h e whole n l a c e and 
gave you j u s t t h e • I g h t s o f t , mel ow f e ^ l i n g t o s t a r t of:^ t h e day. 
The mess s g t cal".' ed on Caot Chick who s a i d grace and t h e n we were 
of"' t o p wonde-fuL d i n n e - , f o ^ t h e c o n t e n t s " o f w h i c h you -an con-

lei4lnl'®oP®^>}f--v^^^ '^^'^ }'C"^ t e a s e r :: we s t a r t e d o f - w i t h a l a r g e s e r v i n g o f ĥE-ru-.Y wine, w i t h seconds and some t h i r d s , on eaue-t 
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j l i l du^^ing mess one o f ou'- cookt steve ^nt on the c c o r d i a n 
w i t h c a r o l s and J i n g l e B e l l a and R o l l Out t h e Bar e l l , e l l 
o f w h i c h l e f t me choking and t e a r y - e y e d e s p e c i a l l y t h a t l e s t 
numhe-^ s i n c e i t always remindo ne o f t h e C h i e f a t our home 
p a r t i e s . I n f a c t o n l y t h e h a r d e s t h e a r t c o u l d heve gone un -
nnved t h i s season i n f a c e o f a l l t h e v^o-lz t h a t t h e o f f i c e - ' S , 
ced'-e, and cooks put I n t o t h e i r D ^ e o a r a t l o n s weeks and weeks 
ahead o f t i m e . 

AftO"" me:.̂ . Jud;/ and I w^ent back t o town and downed a fev^ more 
rWTi cokes and t h e n a l l o f came beck i n t h e evening t o heln 
stov^ away t h e turker'y we had a l l c h i "^red i n f o r and which 
Sgt. T baked f o r ue. This, t i m e t h e mess was j u s t f o r our own 
b a r r a c k s and -was soread o u t b u f f e t s t y l e on f i e l d t a b l e s UT> 
on our f l o o ^ ^ i n t h e b a r r a c k s . B e l i e v e i t o r n o t t h e r e was mor^e 
egg nog, end o u r f i r s t s g t and CO catrie uo t o j o i n us f o r i r w h i l e . 
I t was a f t e r t h i s second f e a s t t h s t I " opened my peckagee o f 
muchly-needed s l i c k e r s , scads o f u n d i e s , hankieo, hose, ne-^fume 
n u t s , f o o d , candies, and t h e l o v f e l i e s t b r a c e l e t from M&ry Cp.̂ e 
i n New Guinea, had s t o r e d n.i:. t h e oackages unde my bed and 
had j u s t , managed t o g e t my a v o i r d u n o i s i n t o t h e bunk v^hen 
someone announced t h a t ther-e was a whole bucket o f f o r g o t t e n 
shrimr) end sauce down i n t h e l a r u i d r y ro:m. bo uo we g o t and 
dawned a. dozen more I c e d sh^imo, p r e y i n g a l l t h e w h i l e t h a t 
t h e whole day • s mess v o u l d s t a y dov/n whe^e i t belonged end n o t 
cause n i g h t m a r e s and c o n t i n u o u s t r i o s t o t h e l a t r i n e . But once 
we h i t t h e bed n o t h i n g g o t us uo t i l l r e v e i l l e . 

Needless t o say t h e d r y a f t e r was T-eally "raunchy" a t Joe 
would say and we s i m n l y d-agged a^^ound e l l day. Hut I t l e f t 
a l l o f us w i t h t h e warmest f e e l i n g and t h e c o n v l o i o n t h a t i t 
was t h e p l e e s a n t e s t f h r l s t m c s w i l l ever see I n s e r v i c e . 


